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item# ujwa261           
     

A TADAMITSU ‘CUTTING TEST’ Ô-WAKIZASHI  
signed, sue-kotô period (tenbun era: 1532~1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Tadamitsu (Jûrôzaemon) 
Measurements: Length: 54.9cm (orikaeshi-mei)   Curvature: 1.6cm    Moto-haba: 2.46cm    
Jihada:  Ko-mokume and nagare-hada with ji-nie and midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with ko-gunome midare, ko-ashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This very sharp Japanese sword was originally crafted as a curvy katate-uchi (one handed katana) 
at the height of the Sengoku-jidai (warring states period) by jô-saku Jûrôzaemon Tadamitsu, who 
flourished during the Tenbun era (1532~1555).  At some point in the late 1500s, early 1600s, this 
sword underwent suriage (shortening) to its now ô-wakizashi length of 54.9cm.  In the shortening 
process,  rather than cutting off and losing the mei, the signature was carefully preserved on the 
nakago by a folding over process called orikaeshi-mei.  Swords with orikaeshi-mei are rather rare 
and thus a veritable talking point of the sword. A bo-hi (groove) was added to the sword after the 
suriage process in order to lighten and aid in the cutting performance of the piece as well.  Inscribed 
in bright, well-preserved gold inlay on the nakago, it states that this sword was tested twice [on a 
human body] severing through both the centre of the chest (Ichi no dô) and diagonally through the 
body from the base of the neck to the opposite armpit - a rather vicious test cut known as ô-kesa.  


































