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item# ujwa260            
     

A SHODAI MASATSUNE SUNNOBI TANTÔ  
signed, momoyama period (bunroku~keichô eras: 1591~1607) 
 
Swordsmith:  Sagami no Kami Fujiwara Masatsune (shodai, first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 30.3cm (ubu)         Curvature: 0cm     Moto-haba: 2.89cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with mokume, standing hada and utsuri 
Hamon:  Suguha with ko-gunome and ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (for the tsuba, fuchi-kashira and koshirae) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Nôshû Tarôsuke in 1535 distinguished swordsmith Masatsune was the second son of the 
ninth generation Sukemon Kanetsune and the most accomplished swordsmith of the Owari Shintô 
group.  He was bestowed title of Sagami no Kami in 1591 from Toyotomi Hidetsugu, nephew of 
powerful daimyô lord Toyotomi Hideyoshi, known as the second great unifier of Japan. This 
splendid sunnobi-tanto by shodai Masatsune is exactly one-shaku in length and features a wide, 
healthy body and a bright suguha-hamon with ko-gunome and ashi over a well-forged itame-hada 
with fine ji-nie.   It is a prime example of his work early on into his career before his son – Nidai 
Masatsune - died quite unexpectedly in 1609.  A rare and beautiful Edo-period toppei koshirae 
accompanies the piece that pays homage to the ruling Tokugawa shogunate of the Edo period.   


































































