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item# ujwa255         
     

A RYÔKAI WAKIZASHI  
unsigned, kamakura period (shôô~enkyô eras: 1292~1309) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ryôkai (attribution, o-suriage mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 51.5cm  Curvature: 1.0cm  Moto-haba: 2.46cm     Weight: 395g 
Jihada:  Ko-itame mixed with ji-nie, masame-hada, yô, shirake utsuri 
Hamon: Suguha with ko-gunome, ko-ashi, sunagashi 
Horimono:  Bôhi on both sides with kaki-tôshi running through the nakago 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (designated as Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba, fitting, kozuka designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ryôkai is said to be the son of grandmaster Rai Kunitoshi.  He left the celebrated Rai family at 
the age of 16 taking the priest name Ryôkai.  Existing dated signatures range between the 5th year 
of Shôô era (1292) and the 2nd year of Enkyô era (1309) - these dates support his relation to Rai 
Kunitoshi whose active period was around Kôan era (1278~1288).  This graceful wakizashi holds 
true the clear kôto period qualities that Ryôkai is known for producing.  The jigane is a dense ko-
itame with fine ji-nie and the hamon features a mix of suguha with ko-gunome and plenty of ko-ashi, 
sunagashi and falling leaves (yô).  What ties this sword together so brilliantly is the fully matching 
dragon-themed koshirae crafted during the middle-Edo period (1700s).  This is a terrific first 
sword for those starting a collection and will also appeal to seasoned nihonto enthusiasts as well. 












































