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ITEM# UJWA251 SOLD

A TADAYUKI WAKIZASHI

SIGNED, MIDDLE EDO PERIOD (HOEI ERA: 1704~1711)

Swordsmith: Yamato no Kami Fujiwara Tadayuki (shodai, first generation)
Measurements: Length: 44.0cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.6cm Moto-haba: 2.89cm
Jihada: [tame-hada with chikei and a darkish jigane

Hamon: Bright notare with ko-gunome and kinsuji

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (tsuba, fuchi-kashira & koshirae designated as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Chii-saku (ranked as an average swordsmith)

Cutting ability: Ryo6-Wazamono (maker of very sharp swords)

Included: Shirasaya, Mid-Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description

SOLD

This sharp wakizashi was crafted by Yamato no Kami Fujiwara Tadayuki, a first-generation
swordsmith that worked in Bungo province during the Héei era (1704~1711). Born Nakama Banpei,
he changed his name to Nakama Shingobei and later received a stipend that could support ten
people from the powerful Hosokawa Daimyo6 family. This wide blade has impressive curvature for
a wakizashi. Its flowing notare hamon mixed in with ko-gunome that gives it an appearance of
snowy mountain tops. Tadayuki is rated ryé-wazamono for the excellent sharpness of his blades.

The sword is housed in a unique Inré-kizami koshirae that also dates back to the mid-Edo period.
There is a good chance that this koshirae is original to the blade itself, resting together faithfully
for 300 years. There is a cheerful vibe that permeates this piece of Japanese history.
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Saki-kasane: 41mm

Kissaki: 2.84cm
Saki-haba; 193cm

Moto-kasane; 5.8mm

Nagasa: 44.0cm

Sori: 1.60cm
Nakago: 12.7cm

Omosa: 390g

Moto-haba: 2.8%9cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




This solid wakizashi was crafted by Yamato no
Kami Fujiwara Tadayuki, a first-generation
swordsmith that worked in Bungo province
during the mid-Edo period circa the Héei era

(1704~1711).

Born Nakama Banpei, he changed his first
name later to Shingobei and later received a
stipend that could support ten people from the
notable Hosokawa Daimyé family.

Tadayuki crafted swords in Tsurusaki lakada
and in Kumamoto in Higo province.

This relatively wide blade has impressive
curvature for a wakizashi. Thejigane has a
dark hue and features a flowing notare hamon
mixed in with ko-gunome that gives it an
appearance of snowy mountain tops.

The sword is housed in a lovely and unique
Inré-kizami koshirae that also dates back to the
mid-Edo period. There is a good chance that
this koshirae is original to the blade itself,

Tadayuki is rated ryd-wazamono for the
excellent sharpness of his blades, and chd-
saku by Fujishiro, but this blade is more inline
with ch(jé-saku, above average smiths.




Location: Bungo (resident of Oita prefecture)
Title: Yamato no Kami (Lord of Yamato province)
Clan: Fujiwara

Swordsmith: Tadayuki (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari yasurime (slanting file marks)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 2nd year of Reiwa (2020), February 19th
One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Yamato no Kami Fujiwara ladayuki

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 4-sun 5-bu jaku (44.0cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)
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A gentle wavy notare hamon that
resembles a snowy mountain range.



Snowy Mountain, source: SEEKPNG




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

copper & silver habaki with
kiri (paulownia leaf) design




Koshi-sambu-kizami
shita-issun -kizami kuro-ro-nuri

saya chisagatana-koshirae
(M=% F — T R B B8/ ST 2)

Chisagatana-koshirae
lacquered in gloss black with
3-bu (09 cm) ribs on the lower
part, and 1-sun (3.0 cm) ribs on
the upper part

Crafted during the
Middle Edo period
(1700~1780)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




The individual segments featured on the saya (scabbard)
are an abstraction of Inré - small decorative containers
cherished by aristocracy during the Edo period.

This design is called Inré-kizami koshirae.

Inr6 meaning 'seal-basket’ are quaint
decorative containers that hang from
the waist. They originated at the end of
the sixteenth century and were worn
by men to hold seals and herbal and
other medicine.

They were considered a particularly
good way of keeping the contents
sealed and fresh. By the eighteenth
century they had become decorative
accessories and were commissioned
by the merchant class, provincial rulers
and their samurai, and those that could
afford them.

Examples of Inré, including ukiyo-e
artwork by Totoya Hokkei circa 181/




Dated to the same age of the koshirae (1/00~1780),
this unigue and attractive polished iron tsuba from the
Shéami school appears to have remained faithful to the
koshirae for over 300 years.

The rhythmic eight lobed-design features eight flowers.
The number 8 in Japaniis is considered lucky because
of the way the kanji for eight (J\) widens at the bottom
(like Mount Fuji) inviting prosperity to grow over time.

This tsuba comes with NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho

certification as illustrated on the right.




Menuki (decorative grips on the hilt) carry guarding shisa lions.

Shishi (or shisa lions) traditionally stand guard outside the gates of Japanese
shinto shrines and buddhist temples. Shishi are depicted in pairs, one with
mouth open and one with mouth shut. The shisa with the open mouth is said to
scare off demons, and the closed mouth to shelter and keep in the good spirits.
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The rectangular strips of paper hanging on the plum tree are known as tanzaku.
Writing down wishes and hung form a wishing tree is done as part of Tanabata
festivities in summertime Japan starting July /th.

This fuchi-kashira has been attributed to
the Mino school, mid-Edo period, and
certified Kanteisho by the NTHK-NPO,

lanzaku

Baika (plum blossom tree)



irae bag

=
)
@)
AV






