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ITEM# UJWA248 SOLD

A FUKUOKA-ICHIMON]JI NORIFUSA O-WAKIZASHI
UNSIGNED, MID-KAMAKURA PERIOD (KENCHO ERA: 1249~1256)

Swordsmith: Bizen no Kuni Ichimonji Norifusa

Measurements: Length: 57.5cm (6-suriage) Curvature: 1.6cm Moto-haba: 2.45cm
Jihada: Ko-itame hada with ko-nie deki and

Hamon: Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi

Certificate #1: NBTHK Jtyd Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important)
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yfshtisaku (a sword designated as Masterwork)

Fujishiro rank: Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)

Authentication:  Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshti (former Living National Treasure)
Authentication:  Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Mr. Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description

SOLD (custom koshirae in process)

This rare 6-wakizashi (long wakizashi) has been attributed by the NBTHK to the famed Fukuoka-
Ichimonji school of the golden Kamakura period. The NTHK-NPO took the attribution a step
further to that of Ichimonji Norifusa — a national treasure swordsmith. Norifusa was born Takazu
Umanosuke and flourished during Kenché era (1249~1256). Along with his brothers Yoshifusa and
Sukezane, Norifusa is considered one of the three most important Ichimonji smiths.

This sword features a beautiful swirling itame-hada overlaid with midare-utsuri and an icy blue
jigane. Holding the sword quietly under the light is where the blade truly comes to its own.
Glorious variations in its chéji-midare hamon captures both the heart and imagination. The world
has come a long way in 800 years - it's enjoyable to relive them through this blade.
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Saki-kasane: 3.3mm

Moto-kasane: 4.8mm

Omosa: 495g
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Nakago: 16.7cm

Kissaki: 2.8cm
Saki-haba:; 1.85cm

Moto-haba: 245cm

Nagasa: 57.5cm

Sori: 16cm

Mekugi-ana: 2



This rare 6-wakizashi has been attributed by the
NBTHK to the famed Fukuoka-Ichimonji school.

The NTHK-NPO sword organisation took the

attribution a step further and designated this work
to that of Ichimonji Norifusa - one of the most
important Ichimonji swordsmiths.

The Fukuoka-lchimonji school derived its name
from the village of Fukuoka in Bizen province
these talented smiths worked within. Their iconic
chiseled ‘ichi' (number one) on the nakago will
forever stand in annals of history.

Norifusa was born Takazu Umanosuke at the start
of the Kamakura period, circa 1200 and
flourished during Kenché era (1249~1256).
Along with his older brother Yoshifusa and his
younger brother Sukezane, Norifusa is
considered one of the three most important
lchimonii smiths to have lived.

Two swords by Norifusa have reached the highest
honour of Kokuhé (National Treasure). He is
rated jojo-saku (highly superior) by Fujishiro.

This sword is a time traveller. The jihada with its
beautifully swirling itame-hada overlaid with
midare-utsuri transports us instantly to the 13th
century Bizen Kamakura period. Thejigane has a
bluish tinge, a characteristic of finer swords
shining with ko-nie crystals.

Holding the sword quietly under the light is where
the blade truly comes to its own. Exuberant
variations in its chéji-midare hamon captures both
the heart and imagination. The world has come a
long way in 800 years - it's enjoyable to relive
them through this blade.
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Jyd Certiticate No. 6446
Shiteisho (FEEE) Certificate of Designation
Wakizashi, mumei: Fukuoka lchimonji (& [if]— 3C57)

Measurements
nagasa D/.5 cm, sori 16 cm

Description

Shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, chi-kissaki

Kitae: itame-hada with midare-utsuri

Hamon: chgji (clove blossoms)in ko-nie-deki that is mixed with ashi, y8, sunagashi, and kinsuji
Bashi: a few nie remaining

Nakago: 6-suriage, kirijiri, kiri-yasurime, two mekugi-ana

According to the result of the shinsa committee of our society we judged this work as authentic
and rate it as JQy6-téken (a profound and important sword).

March 2,1979

[Foundation] Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyékai, NBTHK
[President] Honma Junji (A [EIETS)
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NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This wakizashi was designated as Yushusaku (Masterwork)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

One, Wakizashi

Mumei (unsigned)
Den Bizen no Kuni Ichimonji Norifusa

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 9-sun kore ari (57.5cm)

Issued in 2nd year of Reiwa (2020), December 13th

Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPQO.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.



Master sword polisher Hon'ami Nisshi
was given the title of Living National
Treasure (ningen-kokuhé) on April 23rd,
1975. He died on July 13,1996 at the
. age of 88. Although we have no records
Ié K]) prﬁve s|o, E isdpﬁssib|e tga}\lHon'ami
; isshu polished this sword. Note that he
‘Honl .{llsshu dated the blade to the J6kyd era circa
12191222, exactly 800-years ago.

LT
Jayé-tdken
Juyo-téken

A o] — 305
Fukuoka-Ichimoniji
Fukuoka-lchimonji

KEE A5,
AR Z B
O-suriage mumei
Jidai Jékyi no goro
& This blade is 6-suriage mumei (unsigned) and dates
to approximately the Jéky( era (1219~1222)
W Eam
a Kahin nari
iy Masterwork
4
2 EYE RIS 2

Nagasa isshaku ky(-sun kore ari

Blade length ~ 575 cm

VI AR S A 2

ABef s B YN TAER ) 56 H oS 18] B 22 ) RIS &
Shéwa tsuchinoto-hitsujidoshi minazuki kore o
shirusu, Hon'ami Nisshi + kad

Written by Hon'ami Nisshd in June during the Year of
the Sheep in the Shéwa era (1979) + monogram
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oIS [E B LTI RIFE E
Dai nijtirokkai jay6-téken shitei-hin
Designated as Jayé-téken at the 26th Jiy6-shinsa

i AT Bt o] — ST
Bizen no Kuni Fukuoka-Ichimonji
Fukuoka-Ichimonji school from Bizen province

B R T 75, B MO 5 S B
R AR /i35 YL BT
P xExL

O-suriage mumei kattatsu na chéji-midare o yaki ji utsuri o
awarashi Kamakura-choéki déha no tsuyayaka na utsukushisa
o tataeru tenkei-teki yohin nari - chinchin-chéché

This blade is 6-suriage mumei. It is an archetypal masterwork
that reflects the alluring beauty and bold hardening in chgji-
midare that is synonymous of works from this school from the
middle Kamakura period. Very rare and very precious.

HNEZERITHAEZ
Haché isshaku kyi-sun jaku kore ari

Blade length ~5/.5 cm

5
et/ QNI ST AR (e il

Jizai hinoe-sarudoshi rangetsu
Kégaku Tanzan Hendb shirusu + kaé

Additional assessment added by Tanzan Hendb
[Tanobe Michihiro] in July during the Year of the Monkey
of this [Heisei] era (2016) + monogram









Muneyaki
3 tempering along the mune, spine of the blade.



The jigane (surface of the steel) shines an icy blue hue that is characteristic
of swords crafted at the highest level. This is is how great history speaks.




Literally meaning "reflection’, utsuri is a beautiful, rather magical, misty
reflection appearing in the ji (body of sword) above the hamon).

ltis a much loved and appreciated feature of swords, particular those
made in the Bizen tradition in the Koto period.

The type of utsuri is called midare-utsuri - a smokey pattern that
billows in a wavy formation following the hamon pattern.




6-chgji

kinsuji

The spectacular hamon light show continues to the very base of the blade where
the choji hamon stretches the full width of the ji (body), this is known as 6-chdji.

Swordsmith Norifusa, a representative smith of the Fukuoka Ichimonii school was
known for his choji variations, thus the NTHK-NPO made such an attribution.




Notice how the hamon here is pointed, resembling
the tip of a burning candle.

The gorgeous chéji-midare (clove blossoms hamon in the
monouchi area (upper third strike zone) is more spaced out.

As we move further down the blade, we see that the hamon
begins to huddle and overlap, thus displaying more a juka-chéji.



sunagashi

A beautiful example of sunagashi, where
the hamon exhibits a brushed appearance.



Long ashi (legs) form a set of dramatic cliffs
that tower over the cutting edge of the blade.
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i Shirasaya
11 (protective scabbard)
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Note there is sayagaki authentication
on both sides of the shirasaya.
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gold habaki with

straight file marks
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26th NBTHK Juyo Token Certificate

Traditionally rolled in protective tube.

Allinformation will be precisely
translated for the new caretaker. A
printed and bound description of the
sword from this catalogue will also be
included along with a sword stand and
a Unique Japan maintenance kit.



History tells a story.
lt's time to create yours.




