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item# ujwa248           sold 
 

A FUKUOKA-ICHIMONJI NORIFUSA Ô-WAKIZASHI  
unsigned, mid-kamakura period (kenchô era: 1249~1256) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no Kuni Ichimonji Norifusa  
Measurements: Length: 57.5cm (ô-suriage)        Curvature: 1.6cm         Moto-haba: 2.45cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame hada with ko-nie deki and  
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome choji-midare with kinsuji and sunagashi  
Certificate #1: NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword designated as Masterwork) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshû (former Living National Treasure) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Mr. Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD  (custom koshirae in process) 
 
This rare ô-wakizashi (long wakizashi) has been attributed by the NBTHK to the famed Fukuoka-
Ichimonji school of the golden Kamakura period.  The NTHK-NPO took the attribution a step 
further to that of Ichimonji Norifusa – a national treasure swordsmith. Norifusa was born Takazu 
Umanosuke and flourished during Kenchô era (1249~1256). Along with his brothers Yoshifusa and 
Sukezane, Norifusa is considered one of the three most important Ichimonji smiths.  
 
This sword features a beautiful swirling itame-hada overlaid with midare-utsuri and an icy blue 
jigane. Holding the sword quietly under the light is where the blade truly comes to its own. 
Glorious variations in its chôji-midare hamon captures both the heart and imagination.  The world 
has come a long way in 800 years - it's enjoyable to relive them through this blade. 








































