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item# ujwa244          
 

A GASSAN SADAKAZU WAKIZASHI 
signed & dated by imperial artisan gassan sadakazu aged 73  
in the eight month of the 41st year of meiji era (august 1908)  
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan Sadakazu (月山貞一)  
Commissioned by:  Col. Takagi Renkichi (高木錬吉) 
Measurements:  Length: 42.7cm (ubu)  Curvature: 0.9cm       Moto-haba: 3.68cm 
Jihada:  Ko-itame with ji-nie, abundant chikei 
Hamon:  Exuberant gunome-midare with plentiful kinsuji, ashi, sunagashi in nie-deki 
Horimono:  Kurikara Kenmaki-ryu & sankozuka 
Fujishiro rank:  Jojo-saku (a highly superior smith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Gassan Sadatoshi (great grandson)  
 
Gassan Sadakazu (1837-1918) was the finest swordsmith of the Meiji era.  Adopted by Gassan 
Sadayoshi, his illustrious career saw him become a master of all major sword-making traditions; 
Bizen, Sôshû, Yamashiro and Yamato den.  Sadakazu became an Imperial Court Artisan in 1906. 
 
This wakizashi was crafted in 1908 when Sadakazu was 73-years-old.  It was commissioned by 
Colonel Takagi Renkichi, a sword master and sword connoisseur - a prominent member of the 
Takagi Daimyo clan related to Princess Yuriko.  The task was clear to Sadakazu: complete an 
utsushi (recreation) of a wakizashi made by 17th century grandmaster swordsmith Nanki 
Shigekuni with exquisite horimono (engraving).   
 

Sadakazu clearly gave everything into this project.  Forged in the Sôshû tradition, the hataraki 
illuminates the blade like electricity.  The detail in the horimono is sublime, eclipsing the original 
horimono work of the Shigekuni wakizashi, which was completed by Gonsuke Ikeda - one of the 
top engraving masters in the early Edo period.  Sadakazu proudly gave this wakizashi a Go Mei  
(号名) – an esteemed sword name - Nihon Damashi (日本魂) meaning The Soul of Japan.   
 

His great grandson, Sadatoshi, current head of the Gassan family, authenticated this wakizashi in 
sayagaki as being saikô kessaku nari – Sadakazu’s greatest masterpiece.      
 


































































