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item# ujwa237         

     

A NORISHIGE KODACHI 
unsigned, late kamakura period (circa enkyo era 1308~1311) 
 
Swordsmith:  Den Norishige (o-suriage, mumei) 
Measurements: Length: 59.0cm       Curvature: 1.3cm  Moto-haba: 2.6cm      Weight: 470g 
Jihada:  Stand-out itame with mokume and nagare forming matsukawa-hada, darkish steel 
Hamon: Wide nioguchi mixed with gunome, choji, ko-notare, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi  
Boshi:   Nie-laden ko-maru kaeri with plenty of hakikake 
Certificate:  62nd NBTHK Juyo Token (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Fujishiro:  Sai-josaku (ranked as a grandmaster sword smith)   
 

SOLD 
 
It gives us great pleasure to introduce a sword by one Japan’s finest swordsmiths.  Norishige was 
a fellow student of Masamune under Shintôgo Kunimitsu.  Among the early great Sôshû masters, 
Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune.  The major difference is that the kitae 
(body grain) produced by Norishige stands out more visibly – primarily in the form of his iconic 
matsukawa-hada - a spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees. 
 
This sword is registered as a wakizashi, however, its long cutting edge of 59cm and generous 
curvature demonstrate the classic shape of a kodachi – a small tachi. A spectacular amount of 
hataraki featuring yo, hotsure, kinsuji, sunagashi and dazzling ji-nie abound on this blade.  700-year-
old whirlpools of matsukawa-hada gives the steel such character.  A gorgeous set of antique Higo-
koshirae with gold-lacquered samekawa on the hilt completes this museum-worthy Juyo treasure. 










































