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item# ujwa228         
 

A NOBUYOSHI SUNNOBI TANTO 
signed, early edo period (keian era: 1648~1652) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamashiro no Kuni Fujiwara Nobuyoshi (first generation)  
Measurements:  Length: 31.4cm (ubu nakago)       Curvature: 0.2cm       Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Densely forged nagare-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Mix of small and large gunome-midare with long ashi and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword that is Especially Precious)  
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword, koshirae and fuchi-kashira designated Authentic) 
Rankings:  Chu-Josaku (an above average smith) & Wazamono (maker of sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This beautiful sword is a sunnobi tanto - a long tanto that measures just over one shaku (30.3cm) in 
cutting edge - although technically registered as a wakizashi.  It is in hirazukuri (flat) shape with 
koshi-bi, double goma-bashi grooves and a bonji engraving for spiritual protection. Nobuyoshi was 
born Takai Kinzaburo and he worked within the highly respected Mishina school in Yamashiro 
(Kyoto) in the mid-1600s.  He first signed the clan name Fujiwara and later changed to Minamoto.   
 
A bright, wavy hamon over brilliant nagare-hada flows like a stream of reflecting water.  The 
nature scene continues in the Edo period koshirae fittings with the majestic Kami-iso shrine tsuba 
standing tall while birds and plum blossoms rejoice on the fuchi-kashira and kozuka.  The kojiri 
(end cap) is further decorated with finely detailed pine trees and the menuki encourages great 
dreams in the form of nasu (eggplants).  A theme of life appreciation encapsulates this little gem.   












































