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item# ujwa227         
 

A KATAYAMA ICHIMONJI WAKIZASHI  
unsigned, late kamakura to nambokucho period (1260~1390) 
 
Swordsmith:  Katayama Ichimonji (attribution)  
Measurements: Length: 46.0cm (o-suriage)     Curvature: 0.9cm     Moto-haba: 2.6cm 
Jihada:  Fine mokume-hada with chikei and beautiful midare-utsuri  
Hamon:  Spectacular saka-choji with long ashi and yo  
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Art Sword) 
Authenticity:  Sayagaki by Honami Soukei (13th generation of the Honami Koumi family)  
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Ichimonji School’s name derives from the early Fukuoka Ichimonji smiths that signed their 
blades with the single kanji character ichi (one) meaning muteki or ‘no enemy’. Sword appraiser 
and scholar Fujishiro Yoshio wrote that muteki meant that no blade and no warrior could ever 
hope to stand against one who wielded an Ichimonji sword. 
 
This rare treat of a wakizashi has been attributed in sayagaki to Katayama Ichimonji School by 
Honami Soukei of the Honami family and later the NBTHK as Tokubetsu Hozon.  Katayama is an 
area of Bitchu province and one of several branches of the Ichimonji school that prospered in the 
late Kamakura to end of the Nanbokucho period.  The spectacular saka-choji hamon (slanted clove 
blossom) of this blade is their recognized trademark with vibrant midare-utsuri. A large kirikomi 
(battle scar) on the spine shows that this glorious blade forever means business.   
































