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item# ujwa214         
 

A SHODAI KANEWAKA WAKIZASHI  
signed, early edo period, (genna era: 1615-1624) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kashu Ju Kanewaka (first generation)  
Measurements: Length: 34.2cm  Curvature: 1.1cm     Moto-haba: 3.0cm 
Jihada:  Wavy itame with masame  
Hamon:  Deep suguha (straight) with notare, thick sunagashi, kinsuji, yo and ko-ashi (legs) 
Certificate 1 & 2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a sword and koshirae designated as Authentic by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Jojo-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith)  
Cutting ability: Ryo-Wazamono (maker of good sharp swords)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, DVD, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
This sharp wakizashi has been certified to first generation Shodai Kanewaka, one of the most 
influential smiths from Kaga province during the Shinto period.  His talents so grand, he 
received the nickname Kaga-Masamune after the grandmaster of the Kamakura period. As his 
fame resulted in quite expensive blades, there was the saying: “Bushi [samurai] that want to own a 
sword by Kanewaka will have to spend so much money that they’ll even have to sell their daughters! “  
 
The unique shape of the sword is that of an iris leaf, called shobu-zukuri.  The hamon is a bright 
line of deep suguha with wavy notare and chalk full of hataraki (activity) that includes thick 
sunagashi.  The sword is secured in a handsome and thoughtful set of Edo period koshirae that 
tells the inspiring folkloric tale of the monkey reaching for the reflection of the moon.   






































