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item# ujwa187          
 

A HIROFUSA WAKIZASHI 
signed & dated, ansei 5-nen (new year’s day 1858) 
 
Swordsmith: Seshu Kuwana Ju Sanpon Gimeisai HIROFUSA  
Structure:  Kamuri otoshi zukuri with naginata hi (groove) 
Measurements: Length: 40.5cm    Curvature: 1.0cm         Moto-haba: 3.0cm  
Jihada:  Itame (wood grain pattern), nereru 
Hamon:   Choji midare habuchi shimari kokoro hachu ni ashi 
Nakago:   Ubu nakago, o-sujikai (big acutely slanted file marks) 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Koshu Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Extraordinarily 
Precious by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yushusaku (a sword designated as Highly Excellent by the 
Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Certificate #3, 4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a tsuba and koshirae designated as Authentic by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword) 
Publication:  Sword is published on pg 353 of Nihonto Zuikan: Shinto by Kataoka 
Included:   Custom koshirae, shirasaya with sayagaki, carry bags, sword stand, 
maintenance kit, DVD, booklet, printed description, export permit from Japan 
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Shinshinto period swordsmith Gimeisai Hirofusa was a working resident of the Kuwana domain 
(fief) in Ise province, modern-day Mie prefecture in the mid-1800s.  According to Fujishiro’s 
Nihon Shinto Jiten he was called Mishina Hanbei and also lived in Iga province. 
 
His talents were primarily served in the reproduction of masterpieces of the past, particularly 
forging in the Bizen tradition.   
 
Signed swords by Hirofusa are rare, making this piece such an interesting find.  This wakizashi, 
dated New Year’s Day 1858, is surely one of Hirofusa’s greatest accomplishments - a work of 
extraordinary skill.  Her powerful construction is called kanmuri otoshi (bevels along the spine) 
and carries a beautifully constructed naginata groove.  The kissaki is a massive 6.3cm long. 

 
The hamon is a classic Bizen koshibiraki choji midare that literally 
jumps off the blade.  This very sword has gained many well-
deserved accolades.  
 
First, it is published in the prestigious Nihonto Zuikan Shinto book 
by Kataoka (left). Secondly, it achieved NBTHK’s Koshu 
Tokubetsu Kicho Token (Extraordinarily Precious certificate) and 
just last December attained Yushusaku (Highly Excellent), the top 
certificate at the NTHK-NPO. 
 
An elegant custom-made koshirae was built for the sword that 
carries a positive and persevering “never give up” message.  It’s a 
gem of a sword with immense personality that will light up any 
room, anywhere. Enjoy. 
 

 
 
Please watch presentation video here: http://tinyurl.com/ujwa187-hirofusa 
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