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ITEM# UJWA184

A CHIKANORI SUNNOBI TANTO
SIGNED, SHINSHINTO PERIOD (KAEI ERA: 1848-1864)

Swordsmith: Suifu Ju Fujiwara CHIKANORI (first generation)

Location: Hitachi province

Length: 30.7cm (ubu) Curvature: 0.3cm Moto-haba: 2.8cm
Hamon: Gunome & notare midare

Jihada: Itame, part masame, jinie

Certificate #1: = NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Especially Precious by
the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword)

Certificate #2,3: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (a koshirae and tsuba designated as Important by
the Non-Profit Japanese Sword Appraisal Association)

Fujishiro: Chu-Josaku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)

Included: Edo-period koshirae, shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand,
maintenance kit, DVD, printed care guide, registration and legal export paperwork

Here is a powerful sword with a heroic story. Swordsmith Chikanori is a decendant of Zenjo
School. He began as a student of the great Taikei Naotane in Edo (Tokyo) and moved back to his
home town of Suifu to become a retained smith of the Mito Domain.

Technically a wakizashi as it measures just over 1-shaku (30.3cm), this sword is to be regarded as
a sunnobi tanto (extended tanto). The hirazukuri (flat-shaped) blade is active with sunagashi and
kinsuji. The koshirae fittings pay tribute to peasant farmer Sakura Sogoro who, in the mid-1600s,
challenged feudal lords for high taxes when his fellow villagers were suffering from a terrible
drought. In wake of such confrontation, Sogo-san may have lost his life, but he is not forgotten.
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