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item# ujwa174         
 

A SUISHINSHI MASAHIDE WAKIZASHI 
signed, shinshinto period (10th year of bunka, february 1810) 
 
Swordsmith: Suishinshi MASAHIDE 
Location:  Musashi province (modern-day Tokyo) 
Measurements: Length: 53.2cm (ubu) Curvature: 0.8cm        Moto-haba: 3.1cm 

Saki-haba: 2.1cm   Moto-kasane: 7.6mm Saki-kasane: 5.1mm 
Weight of blade: 600 grams 

 
Hamon:  Gunome midare hitatsura with intense nie-kuzure, tobiyaki and sunagashi 
Jihada:  O-itame 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (a sword designated as Especially Precious by 
the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Saijo-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)   
Included:  Shirasaya, sword fabric bag, sword stand, maintenance kit, DVD, 
printed care guide, registration and export paperwork 
Koshirae:  Potential custom koshirae project  
 

SOLD (a custom koshirae is being built for this sword) 
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Suishinshi Masahide 
When reviewing the Shinshinto period, one must always begin a conversation with the 
formidable giant of his time, Suishinshi Masahide (pronounced Mah-sah-hee-day).   
 
Considered to be the father of the Shinshinto period, Masahide mourned the dissapearance of 
the old traditional Koto methods and advocated for their restoration.  This was the seed that 
was to blossom into the fukkuto movement. 
 
The force of his claim was so influential that numerous sword smiths within the country 
came to study under him.  His school soon became the largest in the history of blade making.  
There were about 200 students, perhaps more, during the lifetime of the school.   
 
Born in 1750 at Akayu in Dewa province, Masahide apprenticed under Yoshiteru of the 
Shitahara Group in Musashi province (Tokyo) and changed his birth name of Suzuki Saburo 
Iyehide to Terukuni.  At the age of 25 he became a retained of Lord Akimoto and changed his 
name a third time to Kawabe Masahide and used Suishinshi as a craft name. 
 
Rated Sai-josaku (grandmaster swordsmith) of which there are only three in the Shinshinto 
period (Sushinshi Masahide, his star student Taikei Naotane and Kiyomaro), Masahide became 
prolific in several traditions when forging blades.   
 
He began his career in the Yamashiro tradition from Kyoto in about 1780 to 1790, then moved 
on to recreate the masterpieces of the Soshu tradition in 1790 to 1800, and then successfully 
the copied the works of Tsuda Echizen no Kami Sukehiro and his iconic toranba hamon.  He 
completed his 50-year illustrious career in the Bizen tradition.   
 
What made him Suishinshi so remarkable was that he shared his sword-making discoveries 
and methods generously through books and personal coaching.  The Japanese sword world 
owes an immense debt of gratitude to such a passionate and selfless artist. 
 
The sword 
This wakizashi is a masterclass of Suishinshi Masahide forging in the Soshu tradition.   
It is an utsushi-mono (faithful replica) of the genius swordsmith Masamune – a Soshu 
founding father from the golden age of swordmaking in the Kamakura period. 
 
Dated February 1810, the blade proudly exhibits a glorious hitatsura hamon. This is a sword 
that has been quite literally cooked to perfection.  It’s completely alive in your hands with 
copious amounts of nie crystals bursting with life all over the blade.   
 
The tobiyaki (hardened spots) are like small islands swimming in a swell of oceanic activity. 
 
In quintessential Soshu form, this long wakizashi is wide with a shallow curvature.  It is a 
healthy and vigorous sword – it feels like a katana – a veritable gladiatorial work of art.  In 
addition, the sword has Masahide’s koku’in nakago stamp affirming to its authenticity. 
 
The following pages paint a visual story of the sword.  It is a prime candidate for a custom 
koshirae project.  However, like all great collectible swords, it can be enjoyed solely in her 
shirasaya too.  Please inquire for further photos, insight and details upon ownership. 
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