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item# ujwa173          
     

A HANKEI WAKIZASHI   
signed, shintô early edo period (genna era: 1615~1624) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hankei (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 45.2cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.0cm   Weight: 490g 
Jihada: Rich ô-hada mixed with mokume with plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gleaming suguha mixed with notare in nie-deki, with kinsuji, sunagashi and ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword and tsuba Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Hozon (a fuchi-kashira Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #4: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (a sword certified as MasterWork)  
Certificate #5-7: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, menuki & kogai/kozuka certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Dr. Satô Kanzan) 
Included:  Shirasaya, custom koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Grandmaster swordsmith Hankei was born Noda Zenshirô Kiyotaka in Mikawa province.  He began 
his career as a gunsmith in service to Tokugawa Ieyasu. Following the death of Ieyasu in 1616, 
Hankei relocated to Edo and transitioned to the art of sword making. Hankei's stylistic inspiration 
was drawn from Norishige with a unique signature that evolved throughout his career, with two 
primary variations: the "ro-mata" signature from his prime years (that this wakizashi features) and 
the later "ru-mata" mei.  This exceptional wakizashi with from his formative years is a particularly 
rare and significant collector's item with a glorious custom koshirae with Mino school fittings. 



Omosa: 490g

Moto-haba: 3.0cm

<<

Saki-haba: 2.2cm

Sori: 0.6cm

Nagasa: 45.2cm

Mekugi-ana: 2 (one filled)

Moto-kasane: 6.8mm

Nakago: 13.5cm

Saki-kasane: 5.0mm

Kissaki: 3.77cm









NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 14th year of Heisei (2002), February 14th

One, Wakizashi

Mei (signature)
Hankei

Nagasa (length)
1-shaku 4-sun 9-bu (45.2cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



















Kuro-ro-nuri saya 
chiisagatana-koshirae  
(黒呂塗鞘小さ刀拵)

Chiisagatana-koshirae
Lacquered in glossy black

Crafted during the 
Late Edo period 

(1780~1868)

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho 
Certificate of Authenticity





NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A tsuba designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 9th year of Heisei (1997), October 8th

One, Tsuba

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino (Edo-shoki)

Angular shape with rounded-off corners, shakudô with nanako ground,
relief cut into the ground plate, gold accents, 

raised rim with golden rope-style rim trimming, two hitsu-ana

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



NBTHK Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December 7th

One, Fuchigashira

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudô with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)







NBTHK Hozon 
Certificate of Designation 

A fuchigashira designated as Worthy of Conservation 
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 29th year of Heisei (2017), December 7th

One, Fuchigashira

Depicting autumn leaves

Mumei (unsigned)
Mino school

Shakudô with nanako ground, relief, gold and silver accents

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)










