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item# ujwa079      
 

A KANENOBU WAKIZASHI 
unsigned, late muromachi period (tenbun era: 1532~1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Den Noshu Kanenobu (attribution) 
Location:  Mino province 
Construction: Shobu-zukuri (iris leaf shape) 
Measurements:  Length: 37.3cm (ubu nakago)       Curvature: 0.7cm       Moto-haba: 3.15cm 
Jihada:  Densely forged itame-hada 
Hamon:  Large bright wavy gunome-midare in noi-deki 
Certificates #1-2: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (sword and koshirae designated as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, bags, stand, kit, DVD, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Attributed to swordsmith Kanenobu of Mino province, this very sharp wakizashi was crafted for 
use during the turbulent Muromachi period when Japan was engulfed in war over 500 years ago. 
Shaped like the leaf of an iris, the sword is forged with a tight itame hada and a most impressive o-
gunome-midare hamon with large and small valleys that whip along the full body of the blade.  
 
This wakizashi is protected beautifully within a matching set of koshirae from the late Edo 
featuring a scabbard uniquely lacquered to the appearance of tree bark.   A polished shakudo 
hamidashi tsuba has gold inlay of a phoenix and ume (plum flower).  The menuki portrays the 
squared Meiryu kamon that denotes a readiness for attack. The pure copper kozuka (paper knife) is 
signed by Yanagawa Naomitsu and depicts warlord Xiang Yu and first Han emperor Liu Bang.   


































