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item# ujtu116         
   

A RYÔKA TIEGUAI TSUBA 
signed with stamp, mid-edo period (circa 1775~1800) 
 
Metalsmith:  Ryôka (Kawamura Tsuneshige of the Nara school) 
Location:  Edo province (present-day Tokyo)  
Measurements: Height: 7.2cm       Width: 6.7cm  Thickness: 4.6mm    Weight: 145g 
Material:  Brass with stone-like surface finish 
Design: Motif of Taoist immortal Tieguai (Japanese Tekkai) 
Engraving:  Sunken relief, gold accents, the eyes are an inlay of crystals (extremely rare) 
Certificate:  NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba designated as Worthy of Conservation) 
Included:  Tsuba box and printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Say hello to a rare brass kinko tsuba by Kawamura Tsuneshige of the Nara school who stamped the 
penname of Ryoka. Tsuneshige was active in the mid-Edo period and is said to be a student of 
Nara Shigetsugu. His specialty was depicting characters from Chinese and Japanese legends.  On 
this tsuba, the benevolent (and rather disheveled) Taoist immortal Tieguai is the feature attraction.  
 
Rather unsettlingly, in whichever angle you hold the tsuba, the deep powerful crystal eyes of 
Tieguai appear to stare back at you.  It’s a fantastic curiosity that is delightfully intimidating and 
completely irresistible once you lock into a personal staring contest with this grumpy immortal.   
Have a look at this video to see him in action à    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRjUzTCcMsc 

https://youtu.be/IRjUzTCcMsc



















