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item# ujta066          
     

A KANEFUSA TANTÔ   
signed & dated, kotô late muromachi (kôji era: december 1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Fujiwara Kanefusa (藤原兼房) 
Measurements: Length: 27.6cm   Sori: 0.4cm    Moto-haba: 2.46cm   Weight: 170g 
Jihada: Well-forged mokume-hada with icy ji-nie, shirake-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Splendid gunome-midare leading to hitatura, kinsuji, togari, ashi and tobiyaki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, soroi, kozuka & tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Fujiwara Kanefusa, later known as Wakasa no Kami Ujifusa was born in 1534 in Gifu as the third 
son of Zensai Kanefusa, and became one of the most distinguished smiths within the great Oda 
Nobunaga's inner circle, forging at Azuchi and later working in Kiyosu until his death in 1590. This 
rare tantô is signed and dated to December 1555, when Kanefusa was about twenty-one years old. 
The hamon is bold, dynamic gunome-midare with huge islands of tobiyaki along with pointed togari 
characteristic of the Mino tradition. Under the light, the experimental spirit of young Kanefusa is 
palpable.  The koshirae is refined and understated - black ishime on the saya with gold kirimon on 
the hamidashi tsuba and kozuka adding quiet authority. Young fire in a samurai's formal attire! 




















































