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item# ujta065            sold 
    

A SUKEMUNE TANTÔ   
signed, sue-kotô late muromachi period (tenbun era: 1532~1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Shimada Sukemune (shodai, 1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 22.3cm (ubu)  Moto-haba: 2.48cm   Weight: 135g 
Jihada:  Itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright gunome-chôji-midare with with hitatsura, tobiyaki in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (soroi kanagu,kozuka and koshirae designated Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
This striking tantô was crafted by Shimada Sukemune, an eminent swordsmith active in the mid-
16th century, during the Tenbun to Eiroku eras of the late Muromachi period. Based in Shimada of 
Suruga province, he flourished under the rule of the Imagawa clan, contributing significantly to the 
development of the Shimada school.  This sharp tantô features a well-forged itame-hada mixed 
with mokume, complemented by a bright, lively hamon of gunome and chôji-midare. Its wide 
hirazukuri (flat-shaped) displays a flamboyant hitatsura ‘all-over’ hardening that has made Sôshu-
den works particularly desirable over the centuries.  Sword is complimented with a regal aikuchi 
kiku-mon (chrysanthemum) koshirae with matching plant design celebrating longevity in life.  The 
saya is tastefully decorated with a charming sprinkling of mother-of-pearl.  All told this is a vibrant, 
energetic tantô from the late Muromachi period with plenty of nihontô character to cherish. 










































