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item# ujta062             
   

A NOBUKATSU TANTÔ   
signed, shinshintô period (bunkyû era: 1861~1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Enju Nobukatsu (shodai, 1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 20.9cm (ubu)  Moto-haba: 1.96cm   Weight: 130g 
Jihada:  Ayasugi-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with niju-ba, kinsuji and long ko-maru kaeri bôshi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (a sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This delightful tantô by Enju Nobukatsu shares qualities of the classic Enju school that dates back 
to the Kamakura period in the Kikuchi area of Higo province in Kyûshû.  It features a wavy ayasugi 
hada and a bright suguha hamon that splits into niju-ba in a very Yamato-den manner.  Several river-
like veins of kinsuji flow through the hamon most impressively as well.  It’s wonderful koshirae is 
certified to the late Edo period with menuki depicting Hotei, the Japanese god of contentment and 
happiness, guardian of children. He has such a cheerful face and a big belly - widely recognised as 
the Laughing Buddha. For a small blade, this sword packs a punch and definitely carries positive 
energy.   Nobukatsu is ranked chûjo-saku, an above average smith, and there is a good chance this 
sword can be upgraded to NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon. UJ will assist. 
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Arigato! 
 

Thank you for downloading our catalogue.  
We look forward to serving you.   

 

 
 

 

Temperatures dipped to -3C here in England recently (which caused a big panic ;).   
I took this photo of a frosted fallen maple leaf. 

 
 

Please join our VIP mailing list to be  
informed of recently acquired swords.   
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