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item# ujta056         
     

A KO-GASSAN TANTÔ  
signed, middle muromachi period (early 1500s) 
 
Swordsmith:  Gassan school (ubu-nakago) 
Measurements: Length: 22.1cm  Curvature: 0cm       Moto-haba: 1.95cm     Weight: 125g 
Jihada:  Spectacular ayasugi-hada, ô-hada and plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Crisp chû-suguha mixed with uchinoke and nezumi-ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and koshirae designated as Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kicho (sword designated as Especially Precious) 
Certificate #4: NTHK Kanteisho (aikuchi koshirae designated as Authentic) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Gassan school is one of the most prestigious and successful lines of sword-forging in Japan 
and enjoys a close relationship with the imperial family.  This marvelous tantô dates back to 
approximately 1500, during the middle Muromachi period.  A straight, shining suguha hamon 
serves as a riverbank as the streams of its vibrant and iconic ayasugi-hada cascade down the 
blade.  An exquisite aikuchi-koshirae pays tribute, in part, to the Yamabushi (mountain monks) 
that live in the three sacred mountains known as Sanzan of Dewa province. The saya (scabbard) 
is formed of a base layer of rare kinkarakawa decorated leather - a crafting technique that 
originated with the Medici family in Italy, circa 1400s.  It is further decorated with the Chiba 
family kamon that features a moon and star, a wooden kôzuka with a pair of star-laden Watanabe 
clan kamon and mantra scrolls as menuki.  This tantô exudes a spiritual energy that was most 
certainly treasured by a former samurai.  It deserves a home that will honour it immensely. 


















































