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item# ujta054         
 

A SHODAI NOBUKUNI TANTÔ TACHI  
signed, nambokuchô period (circa enbun~jôji eras 1356~1368)  
 
Swordsmith:  Nobukuni (shodai, first generation, almost ubu nakago) 
Location:   Yamashiro (Kyôto) 
Measurements: Length: 28.7cm        Curvature: 0.2cm         Moto-haba: 2.75cm 
Jihada:  Itame mixed with mokume, standing-out nagare-hada, ji-nie, chikei, and nie-utsuri 
Hamon:  Ko-nie-laden and gently undulating notare-chô with a wide, bright, and clear 
nioiguchi that is mixed with some gunome, ko-ashi, many kinsuji and sunagashi, with hotsure in places 
Certificate 1:  55th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate 2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, kozuka and menuki designated as Authentic) 
Fujishiro:   Jôjô-saku (ranked as a highly superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-period aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 

SOLD 
 
Unique Japan is pleased to introduce a museum-worthy tantô by shodai (first generation) 
Nobukuni, one of the preeminent swordsmiths of the Nambokuchô period (mid-1300s) who led to 
the establishment of the Sôshû tradition within Kyôto.  This tantô is an important reference piece 
that unifies the Nambokuchô period in terms of its wide commanding shape and horimono, 
Ryôkai lineage via its nagare-hada within the Rai school and eye-catching Sôshû qualities with 
kinsuji and sunagashi by way of his sensei Sadamune.  The sword comes with a beautiful aikuchi-
koshirae from the late Edo period that features menuki depicting nezumi (mouse/rat) symbolizing 
intelligence, creativity and effective leadership.  This is true samurai history in your hands. 
 
















































