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item# ujta052         
 

A SHÔDAI KANEMITSU TANTÔ  
signed & dated, nambokuchô period (kôan era: 1361~1362) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Kanemitsu (shôdai, first generation)  
Dated:  A day in the month of March during Kôan era 1361~ 1362 
Measurements: Length: 23.3cm (ubu)         Curvature: 0.5cm     Moto-haba: 2.21cm 
Jihada:  Beautifully forged ko-itame & ko-mokume, plentiful chikei, soft in appearance 
Hamon:  Kataochi-gunome, ko-gunome with rôsôku (candle) bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Koshirae Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster & jûyô bunkazai swordsmith) 
Published:  Catalogued in the book of Tamura Family Treasures 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo aikuchi koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, booklet, description 
 

SOLD 
 
It is our great pleasure to introduce an exceptional tantô by shôdai Kanemitsu - one of Japan’s 
finest swordsmiths who worked during the heart of the warring Nambokuchô period.  Featuring 
exquisitely crafted steel with plentiful chikei and Kanemitsu’s trademark sawtooth kataochi-
gunome hamon and engraved kurikara & bonji horimono this blade instantly transports the holder to 
the mid-1300s to when it was forged.  Lifting the tantô to even greater collectability heights is its 
stunning aikuchi koshirae crafted by Ikeda Takatoshi during the late Edo period.  With gorgeous 
painted wisteria artwork, it is a faithful replica of an aikuchi koshirae that was once the property of 
Ashikaga Yoshiaki - the 15th and final shôgun of the Muromachi period.  This tantô is pure class.  






























































