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item# ujta030         
 

A TAIKEI NAOTANE TANTO 
signed, shinshinto period (5th year of tenpo, mid-spring 1834) 
 
Swordsmith: Taikei NAOTANE 
Location:  Musashi province (modern-day Tokyo) 
Measurements: Length: 29.4cm (ubu) Curvature: 0.2cm        Moto-haba: 2.7cm 

Saki-haba: 2.4cm   Moto-kasane: 4.5mm Saki-kasane: 2.4mm 
Weight of blade: 189 grams 

 
Hamon:  Ko-notare with kinsuji, ashi, and sunagashi  
Jihada:  Uzumaki-hada (whirlpool) with stunning chikei 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (a sword designated as Especially Worthy of 
Preservation by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword) 
Fujishiro:   Saijo-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)   
Included:  Shirasaya, sword fabric bag, habaki with kamon, sword stand, 
maintenance kit, DVD, printed care guide, registration and export paperwork 
Koshirae:  Potential custom koshirae project  
 

SOLD (an aikuchi-koshirae is being built for this sword) 
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Taikei Naotane 
One of the most accomplished Shinshinto swordsmiths Shoji Minobe Naotane was born in 
Yamagata City, Dewa province, in 1779.  His family must surely have been Samurai class for 
he carried the family name Shoji at a time when the vast populace did not have a surname.   
 
It was, in fact, not until 1870 that everyone in Japan was required to have a surname. 
 
As a young man, he left the northern country for Edo (Tokyo) and becaming an apprentice of 
Suishinshi Masahide.  He quickly mastered the methods taught and selected Taikei as his 
crafting name.  Like Suishinshi, Lord Akimoto of Tatebayashi retained and employed him in 
Kozuke province. 
 
In 1821, Naotane received the title of Chikuzen Daijo, and again in 1848, the title of Minosuke.  
Naotane became so skillful that he catapulted himself to become the most important smith in 
the school taking over leadership when Masahide and his son both died in 1825. 
 
As his sensei, Taikei Naotane was ranked as Saijo-saku, a grandmaster swordsmith.  His 
talents are said to have surpassed his master’s achievements.  
 
Like his teacher Masahide, Naotane favoured the reintroduction of old methods of 
swordmaking over modern practicality.  He was successful in all traditions, especially the 
Bizen and Soshu disciplines.   
 
His unique uzumaki-hada, literally “whirlpool surface grain on the steel” was to become one 
of his signature trademarks.  It is certainly one of the most beautiful patterns steel has ever 
had the joy of becoming sculpted into. 
 
Naotane was very active, producing blades for about 55 years from 1800 to 1856.  He died on 
February 22nd, the 5th year day of Ansei, 1858, at the age of 79. 
 
The sword 
A genuine tanto by Taikei Naotane is a treasured find.  He did not make many of them.   
A tanto is a symbol of artistocracy, a dagger that serves as a physical and spiritual amulet.   
 
Everything about this artistic creation is first class.  As with Masahide’s wakizashi, this 
sword is a masterpiece in Soshu-inspired swordcrafting finesse.   
 
What first strikes the senses are the glowing amounts of chikei (dark lines of nie crystals in the 
body) that serve to form the uzumaki-hada.  Words are hard to describe such beauty.  One can 
easily, and rightly should, spend hours admiring its captivating charm.  This is pure talent. 
 
Dated to 1834 during the Tenpo era, this time frame is considered Naotane’s most prolific.  
Note the Fujiwara Sagari kamon and whirlpool mark on the habaki.  This is a sword that was 
certainly owned by a notable family that could acquire such a prestigious work of art. 
 
As it is sheathed in shirasaya only, building an aikuchi tanto koshirae would be a wonderful 
idea to consider.  Or take of her just as she is.  It is a sword that will bring immense joy and 
fulfillment to an appreciative home.  A photo essay continues on the following pages.   
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