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item# ujta032          
      

A RAI KUNITOSHI TANTÔ 
signed, kamakura period (shoô era, 1288~1292) 
 
Swordsmith:  Rai Kunitoshi (three-character signature) 
Measurements: Length: 24.1cm (uchizori shape with ubu, furisode-nakago)   
Jihada:  Nagare-hada with o-hada, ji-nie and nie-utsuri 
Hamon:   Tight hoso-suguha with bright nioguchi 
Certificate #1: 29th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (a sword designated as Profound and Important) 
Certificate #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshutô (a sword designated as Masterwork and published) 
Fujishiro:  Saijô-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith) 
Sayagaki:  Kunzan (Honma Junji) dated May 1982  
Included:  Shirasaya, storage box, fabric bags, stand, kit, description 
 
SOLD 
 
This remarkable tantô by Rai Kunitoshi is a masterpiece from one of Japan’s greatest ever 
swordsmiths. It was made during the heart of the Kamakura Period, the golden age of sword-
making.  A sword that would have surely been passed down through the very highest levels of 
daimyô aristocracy for generations. Ranked saijô-saku (grandmaster), there are four swords (out of 
just 110) protected as Kokuhô (Japanese National Treasures) that were crafted by Rai Kunitoshi, 
two of which are tantos.  This elegant sword carries a distinct similarity to them.  The blade 
features a gorgeous uchi-zori (inward curvature), characteristic of the period, and Rai Kunitoshi’s 
iconic three-character signature on a beautifully curved furisode-nakago.  The hamon is a tight hoso-
suguha with nie-utsuri that beams along the ji-nie surface.  The sword was certified as NBTHK 
Jûyô Token at the 29th session in 1982 and has sayagaki by former NBTHK chairman Honma Junji 
(Kunzan sensei) from the same year.  This tantô was polished by renowned sword polisher Sasaki 
Takushi in 2016.   






































