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item# ujkg008         
     

A MASAMINE KOGATANA 
signed & dated, gendaitô period (shôwa era: february 1984) 
 
Swordsmith:  Masamine (Sumitani, Living National Treasure) 
Measurements: Length: 7.5cm (ubu)   Sori: 0cm    Moto-haba: 1.43cm   Weight: 20g 
Jihada: Beautiful masame-hada with chikei 
Hamon: Gunome midare with midare-komi mixed with ashi 
Certificate #1-2: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (kogatana and koshirae certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, presentation box, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Ryôsanshi Masamine (also read Seihô) was born Sumitani Yoichirô on January 24th 1921.  In 1956 
he established the forge Sanryûtei and was awarded Japan's highest honour of ningen-kokuhô 
(Living National Treasure) in 1981 becoming one of the most influential modern-day swordsmiths. 
In 1975, he began research into tôsu (small knives) modelled after those found in the Shosoin 
Repository. In 1986, he held an exhibition of such small works, and it is believed that this 
delightfully rare kogatana (small blade) was created as part of that research. With a cutting edge of 
7.5cm, this miniature masterpiece has been forged in pure masame-hada with a bright gunome-midare 
hamon that was polished by a mukansa polisher.  This unique piece must not be confused with a 
simple kozuka blade, it is wider, has a habaki and carries more artistic merit.  In fact, the NTHK-
NPO informed us that the judges rate this piece as Yûshûsaku (MasterWork) level.  This little 
dynamo comes housed in a beautiful maki-e decorated koshirae and charming storage box. 


































