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ITEM# UJKAS10 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE

A YOSHITOKI KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO EDO PERIOD (KANBUN TO TENNA ERAS: 1661-1684)

Swordsmith: Kézuke no Suke Minamoto Yoshitoki saku ( 35717 5 R /F)
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm (suriage) Sori: 2.8cm Moto-haba: 2.62cm Weight: 655¢
Jihada: Well-forged ko-mokume-hada with shining ji-nie and chikei

Hamon: Snow-white gunome-midare, deep nioiguchi, sunagashi, kinsuji & hakikake boshi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, tsuba and soroi kanagu certified as Authentic)
Fujishiro rank: Chi-saku (ranked as an average swordsmith)

Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo handachi-koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description

$9,000

This handsome katana was crafted by Kozuke no Suke Yoshitoki who belonged to the Zenjo family
of Seki, Mino province, the largest among the Seki Shichi-ryii, the seven schools that flourished there.
The blade itself measures 70.5cm and boasts a remarkable curvature of 2.8cm, giving it the iconic
shape of a tachi, indeed rare for the shinto period. The jihada is ko-mokume, with glimmering ji-nie
and chikei with a bright white gunome-midare hamon with pointed togari, thick ko-nie, kinsuji and
loads of sunagashi. The katana is housed in a splendid uchigatana koshirae, fitted with a beautiful
matching set of Edo-Higo cloud dragon fittings, even the Kyo-Shoami tsubajoins the party. Currently
NBTHK Hozon certified, with genuine potential for upgrade to Tokubetsu Hozon given the
sword's quality and clean ubu-nakago. Contact Pablo for details, next submission: December 2026.



Kissaki: 3.35cm
Saki-haba: 1./2cm

N
N

Saki-kasane: 4.1mm

Nagasa: /0.5cm

Moto-kasane: 6.8mm

Sori; 2.8cm

(wow)

Nakago: 20.5cm

Omosa: 6559

Moto-haba: 2.62cm

Mekugi-ana: 1




Kézuke no Suke Yoshitoki (_EBEF/T 75 KF) belonged to the

Zenjé family of Seki, Mino province, the largest and most
prominent lineage among the Seki Shichi-ryd, the seven
schools that flourished there. The line traces back to Zenjé
Kaneyoshi (32 7€ 355 ), active during the Nanbokuché period
(1336-1392), and produced accomplished smiths from the
Muromachi period through to the closing years of the
shogunate, their blades prized as wazamono, swords that cut.
Yoshitoki himself began his career in Mino before relocating to
Edo, where the title Kézuke no Suke was adopted by the
second generation, in a line said to have flourished across
three generations.

This blade measures /0.5c¢m in length, with a wondertul sori of
2.8cm, giving it the iconic shape of a tachi, definitely a rare
breed to come from the Kanbun to Tenna eras (1661 to 1684),
the period during which Yoshitoki flourished. The jigane is ko-
mokume, with glimmering ji-nie and chikei. The hamon takes
off in genuinely dramatic fashion, a gunome-midare with clear
Mino-den characteristics such as pointed togari, thick ko-nie,
and sunagashi running throughout like the brushed stones of a
zen garden, accompanied by bold lines of kinsuji. The béshi
finishes in an intense, brushed hakikake.

The katana is housed in a splendid uchigatana koshirae, fitted
with a matching set of Edo-Higo fittings; the fuchi-kashira,
kojiri, koiguchi, kurikata, and dérin all carrying the same gold
inlay in a cloud dragon design. Even the tsuba joins the party,
attributed to the Shéami school of Yamashiro province, its iron
ground overlaid with the same rich gold, here in an auspicious
tortoise design symbolizing longevity. The beautiful ubu-
nakago carries taka-no-ha yasurime, echoing the hawk feather
pattern found on so many fine Mino blades. The tsuka is
equally considered, its wrap combining katate-maki and
hishimaki for a striking finish, wound around a gorgeous set of
mizuaoi, water hyacinth, menuki.

This is a sword with a unique and confident personality that
marches to the beat of its own drum, a snow-white Mino
hamon, the glorious shape of a tachi, and a matching set of
fittings that have survived together since the Edo period. The
blade currently holds an NBTHK Hozon Certificate, and
given the quality on display, both the sword itself and its clean
ubu-nakago, there is a genuine chance it could be upgraded
to Tokubetsu Hozon in future. Contact Pablo for further
details, the next NBTHK shinsa submission date is in
December 2026.




Location: Edo

Title name: Kézuke no Suke (Lord of Kézuke province)
Family name: Minamoto

Swordsmith: Yoshitoki (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
taka-no-ha-yasurime (hawk-feather file marks)

| (Ko)

B (zuke, no)

I1 (Suke)

5 (Minamoto)

£ (Yosh)

I (toki)

YE (saku)




The nakago bears taka-no-ha yasurime, a beautiful
herringbone  pattern  file  finish  resembling  the
overlapping feathers of a hawk's wing, formed by filing

at alternating diagonal angles from the centre ridge.




(ura, reverse)

Ha-agari kurijiri - a form in which the rounded
tip of the nakago rises toward the cutting-edge.
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chance to be upgraded to Tokubetsu Hozon

NBTHK Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 12th year of Heisei (2000), July 31st
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Kézuke no Suke Minamoto Yoshitoki saku

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 3-bujaku (70.5cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



B IR R
Kézuke no Suke Minamoto Yoshitoki
Kézuke no Suke Minamoto Yoshitoki

I SCEH

Jidai Kanbun-goro
Around Kanbun period (1661~16/3)

HNERRS T =82
Haché 2-shaku 3-sun 3-bu jaku kore ari
Blade length /0.5 cm

AN NAERH & HEE
Reiwa hachi hinoe-uma doshi Satsuki kichijitsu kore o shirusu

Written on a lucky day in the fifth month of the eighth year of
the Reiwa era, the Year of the Horse (May 2026)












The blade is formed of a well-forged ko-mokume hada
(small burl grain), with sunagashi and dark chikei.

sunagashi

ko-mokume-hada-



togari (pointed) kinsuji

The hamon takes off in dramatic fashion,
with clear Mino-den characteristics.



A snow-white gunome-midare with a deep
nioiguchi, both sunagashi and kinsuji present.



An impressive undulating gunome-midare
hamon stretching the full width of the blade.



Fine sunagashi resembling the
brushed stones of a zen garden.



Shine on you crazy diamond...




Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

silver habaki with
falling rain file marks




\ Edo-Higo z6gan kaigu
uchigatana-koshirae

(L IERE Sk & B AT IIHE)

Uchigatana-koshirae
with a matching set of fittings with

" inlay crafted by Edo-Higo school

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

. NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
(. Certificate of Authenticity
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Matching koshirae fittings,
cloud dragon harmony.

kashira

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity

kojiri




This brilliant iron tsuba is overlaid with gold inlay, characteristic of the
Shéami school after its branching into separate lineages. Made during the
middle Edo period, the early 1700s, with the same evident care as the
cloud dragon motif found throughout the rest of the koshirae, a harmony
running across every fitting on the koshirae. A wonderful artistic design
that centres on a tortoise, accompanied by pine trees and a small waterfall,
rendered in a manner reminiscent of a fine sumi-e brushed painting.

The Shéami (IEBRJ9R) school is said to have originated among armour
makers around the Daiei era (15211528). The character "ami (FrJH/R);
used by masters such as Hon'ami (AXFA[H/R) in polishing and appraisal or
Zeami (1F[HR) in Noh, denoting 'artistic mastery." Shéami likely earned
its name in much the same way, as a leading lineage of metalworkers. lts
influence spread nationwide through the Edo period, and this tsuba
belongs to the Yamashiro-Shéami branch, also known as Kyé-Shéami.
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(reverse)

The tortoise has long been cherished in Japan as a symbol of
longevity. As the saying goes "the crane for a thousand years, the
tortoise for ten thousand," is still invoked today at weddings and
other celebrations as a wish for enduring good fortune. Together,
the two have formed one of the most enduring auspicious pairings
in Japanese decorative art, appearing throughout the Edo period
on everything from sword fittings to textiles and lacquerware.

The tortoise is a frequent motif in Japanese painting too, often
shown with long trailing algae on its tail, resembling the beard of an
immortal, a detail meant to visualize just how great an age the
creature has reached. The tortoise on this tsuba is depicted the
same way, algae trailing from its tail exactly as tradition demands.
Katsushika Hokusai captured the very same detail in his Yiki-zu,
"Swimming Tortoises,” where the tortoise at the bottom of the
composition carries the same long trailing strands. It seems this
artist knew his tortoises well.

" . . . n
Swimming Tortoises

by Katsushika Hokusai



Soroi-kanagu
crafted by Edo-Higo school

The Edo-Higo school developed around Kumagai Yoshiyuki (REARF£2), who became a
retained smith of the Hosokawa family of the Higo-Kumamoto domain in the late Edo period
and resided in Yotsuya, Edo, giving the school its other name, " Yotsuya-Higo." Building on the
traditions of Higo metalwork, its style pairs carving on an iron ground with gold and silver
nunome-zdgan, crosshatched inlay, producing a lavish effect that carved out its own distinctive
place within the fittings culture of the late Edo period.

This matching set of uchigatana fittings, the fuchi kashira, kojiri, koiguchi, kurikata, and dérin, is
rendered on a fine iron ground with a warm, reddish tone, and bears a cloud dragon design
executed in flat inlay. What makes it distinctive is the choice of dragon. Where a mature
dragon is typical for this kind of design, this set deliberately depicts an amaryd, a young,
hornless dragon still to come into its power. It was a motif favoured by samurai of the period
for exactly that reason, a young dragon destined to become magnificent was read as a symbol
of rising rank and ambitions carried through to completion.



The tsuka, hilt, is a genuinely striking piece of work. The upper and lower sections are wrapped in
hishimaki, while the middle takes on katate-maki, a subtle shift in technique that gives the whole wrap
a quiet rhythm along its length. The gentle wear visible in the tsuka-ito's patina only adds to its beauty.
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Beautiful menuki depict mizuaoi (water hyacinth), wrapped on the tsuka to show their full glory.
Traces of gold remain on the finely carved leaves made of pure shakudé. This is samurai class.




 (Ke)
%Y (zuke, no)
I (Suke)

J5 (Minamoto)
7 (Yoshi)

IF (toki)

Isunagi

A handcrafted duplicate wooden
sword blade that holds together
the koshirae when the blade is
resting in shirasaya.

5

Shatela




Koshirae bag with classic
Japanese motifs.




UNIQUe service@uniquejapan.com
]ClPClN uniquejapan.com

A== IvIkY

ARIGATO!

THANK YOU FOR DOWNLOADING THIS PDF DESCRIPTION.

ALL AVAILABLE SWORDS ARE OFFERED ON A "FIRST-SERIOUS-HOLD-REQUEST", FIRST
SERVED BASIS. PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/ENQUIRE OR

EMAIL ME (SERVICE@QUNIQUEJAPAN.COM) STRAIGHT AWAY WITH QUESTIONS AND
FURTHER PHOTOS AND/OR ADVICE REGARDING ANY SWORD OF INTEREST.

SWORDS CAN BE PAID OVER A FEW MONTHS IF REQUIRED. WE CAN DISCUSS PAYMENT
PLANS AS CERTAIN PIECES REQUIRE A MORE SIZEABLE INVESTMENT.

EACH SWORD CAN BE LEGALLY OWNED AND EXPORTED OUTSIDE OF JAPAN. ALL
SWORDS HAVE CERTIFICATION PAPERS (ORIGAMI) SUCH AS FROM THE NBTHK AND/OR
THE NTHK-NPO.

[ COMPLETELY RESPECT THAT PURCHASING A SWORD REMOTELY REQUIRES TRUST.
YOU'RE RELYING ON PHOTOGRAPHS AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR SOMETHING DEEPLY
IMPORTANT. IT'S MY PROMISE TO ANSWER EVERY QUESTION THOROUGHLY. [ WANT YOU
TO FEEL ABSOLUTELY CONFIDENT THAT THE SWORD YOU CHOOSE IS MEANT FOR YOUR
FAMILY TO CHERISH AND PRESERVE.

ALL SWORDS FROM UNIQUE JAPAN ARE GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC AND COME WITH A
3-DAY WORRY-FREE INSPECTION PERIOD UPON ARRIVAL TO YOUR HOME.

DESCRIPTIONS AND AVAILABILITY ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

FIVE STEPS TO OWNING A JAPANESE SWORD
WWW.UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/RESOURCE

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU. WE HAVE SERVICE OFFICES IN TOKYO AND
NEAR LONDON, ENGLAND.

THANK YOU,

(U
X

SERVICE@UNIQUEJAPAN.COM
+44 7954 102 277 (MOBILE ON ‘SIGNAL & WHATSAPP' / BRITISH TIME)

PABLO KUNTZ
FOUNDER, UNIQUE JAPAN

UNIQUE JAPAN, FINE ART DEALER
ANTIQUES LICENSE ISSUED BY MEGURO CITY
TOKYO, JAPAN (N0.303291102398)

UNIQUE JAPAN IS THE TRADING NAME OF MARCHFORTH INTERNATIONAL LIMITED.


https://uniquejapan.com/enquire
mailto:service@uniquejapan.com?subject=Sword%20inquiry
http://www.uniquejapan.com/resource
mailto:service@uniquejapan.com



