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item# ujka509                sold 
     

A HACHIDAI NAGAMICHI KATANA   
signed & dated, shinshintô period (genji era: february 1864) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ôshû Aizu-jû Miyoshi Nagamichi (奥州会津住三善長,8th gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 73.9cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 2.82cm   Weight: 635g 
Jihada:  Nagare-hada mixed with itame-hada with chikei 
Hamon:  Gunome-midare mixed with tobiyaki, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Chujô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Included:  Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 
 
This long and very curvy katana is by hachidai (eighth-generation) Miyoshi Nagamichi, a member 
of a prestigious lineage of swordsmiths that served the Aizu clan from the early Edo period through 
the Meiji era.  Hachidai served as official smith to the Matsudaira family of the Aizu domain, 
eventually earning the title of Aizu Katana-kaji Tôryô  - Head of the Aizu Swordsmiths.  This sword 
bears a nakago date inscription from the first year of the Genji era (February 1864) - just four years 
before the Boshin War, which would bring the Aizu domain to its tragic end and close the Edo 
period entirely. This sword was the property of a former police officer who is now a retired iaidô 
(drawing sword) master and was used for decades.  Minor scratches and natural patina has formed 
on the word from actual use.  The accompanying koshirae also carries the weight of years of genuine 
training. The tsuka (hilt) in particular has developed a unique character from decades of being 
gripped.  A brilliant set of koshirae that balances quiet beauty with honest, rugged practicality. 




























