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item# ujka505          
     

A CHÛ-AOE KATANA   
unsigned, nanbokuchô period (enbun-jôji eras: 1356~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Aoe school (青江) 
Measurements: Length: 69.9cm (ô-suriage)  Sori: 1.4cm   Moto-haba: 3.13cm Weight: 890g (!) 
Jihada: Itame mixed well with mokume, chirimen-hada, fine ji-nie, chikei, brilliant utsuri  
Hamon: Vibrant chû-suguha, ko-gunome, ko-notare, ashi, yô, saka-ashi, kinsuji, sunagashi 
Certificate: 5th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô Tôken (Especially Important Sword, awarded in 1976) 
Provenance:  November 2025 NBTHK Kantei session (study sword) 
Published:  Documented in the December 2025 Token Bijutsu (No. 827) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This is a museum-quality Chû-Aoe katana awarded Tokubetsu Jûyô in December 1976 at only the 
5th TJ session. It belongs to an elite group of just ten ô-suriage mumei Aoe blades that achieved TJ 
on merit alone, without needing provenance to make the case. In November 2025, the NBTHK 
selected it as a study sword for their monthly kantei session and nearly all participants correctly 
identified it as Aoe. The blade is remarkably healthy with wide mihaba, magnificent ô-kissaki, 
refined chirimen-hada with iconic sumihada spots, and precise suguha hamon with saka-gunome. Every 
signature Aoe characteristic present in textbook-perfect execution. The 1963 torokusho examiner 
couldn't resist noting 'Aoe' on the official paperwork - breaking protocol because the attribution 
was so obvious. If you want the definitive 14th-century Nambokuchô Aoe katana, this is it. 




























































