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item# ujka495           sold 
     

A SUKESADA KATANA   
signed & dated, sue-kotô late muromachi (tenbun era: Aug 1555) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen no kuni jû Osafune Sukesada saku (備前国住長船祐定作) 
Measurements: Length: 70.3cm (ubu)   Sori: 2.0cm    Moto-haba: 3.01cm   Weight: 800g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with mokume-hada with midare-utsuri and chikei 
Hamon: Fine mixture of gunome-chôji-midare with suguha, sunagashi, kinsuji and yô  
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and koshirae Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 
 

This blade was crafted by Osafune Sukesada of Bizen, a region that led the nation in both quality 
and quantity of production. It is said that as much as seventy percent of all surviving masterwork 
blades originated from Bizen.  This curvy katana has been dated to August 1555, toward the end 
of the Muromachi period, well into the turmoil of the violent Sengoku jidai. This sword retains its 
ubu-nakago and a length exceeding 70 cm and a healthy weight of 800g. The hamon is a gunome-
chôji-midare with a bright nioiguchi, accompanied by sunagashi, kinsuji and falling leaves of yô. Its 
brilliant Edo-period koshirae features a saya lacquered in black with a lovely 'wrinkled' shibo-gawa 
finish, fitted with a matching set of fittings, while the tsuka is wrapped in the classic manner over 
white samekawa with a superb black-lacquered leather, a colour scheme that reads as formal yet 
represents lavish workmanship for its period. The tsuba is decorated with twin dragons and the 
menuki depict a set of well-crafted shishi. Both the blade and koshirae come with NBTHK Hozon 
Certificates. This is a fine samurai sword that will fairly soon celebrate its 500th birthday. 
































































