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item# ujka483          
     

A SHODAI IPPÔ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Ippô (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 63.1cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 2.74cm   Weight: 620g 
Jihada: Beautifully forged itame-hada and masame-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare with splendid sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Shôdai Ippô was the founder of the Ômi branch of the Ishidô school.  Swords crafted by Ippô are rare 
- more commonly seen are blades by his son Sasaki Ippô, making this piece highly collectible and a 
great pleasure to study. This katana is a well-preserved example with thick ji-nie, and soft chikei 
with a hamon that combines artistic brush strokes of notare and gunome-midare, with a tôranba-like 
peak at the monouchi. At 63.1 cm, the blade is compact and powerful, with graceful curvature. It 
reflects the quiet strength prized in the very early Edo-period. A handsome late-Edo period 
koshirae lacquered in vermillion with a black base is pure samurai aesthetic. The tsuba captures 
the magnificence of Mount Fuji with a waving tribute to Hokusai's Kanagawa masterpiece.   All told, 
this is a collectible samurai sword by a leading figure of early 1600s Japan and master artisan.   














































