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item# ujka481          
     

A MIIKE KATANA  
unsigned, chû-kotô late kamakura period (circa early 1300s) 
 
Swordsmith:  Miike school (Late Kamakura period) 
Measurements: Length: 68.2cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.07cm   Weight: 565g 
Jihada: Densely forged itame that tends somewhat to nagare and that features plenty of fine 

ji-nie and some shirake all over the blade 
Hamon: Large and gently undulating notare that tends to suguha-chō and that is mixed with 

gunome, many chōji-ashi, shimi along the entire ha, sunagashi, and kinsuji in places 
Certificate #1: 11th NBTHK Jûyô Tôken (an important sword, passed on November 15, 1963) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei (Mr. Kanzan Satô) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Miike school, based in Chikugo province, traces its origins to the late Heian period with their 
most renowned blade being the Ôdenta Mitsuyo, a National Treasure, and one of Five Great Swords, 
once held by the Maeda family. This wonderful katana attributed to the Miike school dates back to 
the late Kamakura period, circa 1300.  It comes with a prestigious early 11th session jûyô-tôken level 
certification and vintage sayagaki by Kanzan-sensei from 1970 attesting to the sword being an 
heirloom of the powerful Shimazu family from Satsuma province. Its sugata is broad and 
commanding, with a hamon filled with ashi, sunagashi, and kinsuji. A fine sword from a notable 
daimyô family who took care of it for centuries.  Now, onto its next chapter of life. 














































