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item# ujka478           
     

A SHODAI TADAKUNI ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (meireki era: 1655~1658) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen-jû Harima Daijô Fujiwara Tadakuni (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 63.9cm (ubu)   Sori: 0.76cm    Moto-haba: 3.16cm   Weight: 745g 
Jihada: Splendid konuka-hada with wonderful ji-nie and plenty of chikei 
Hamon: Beautiful deep chû-suguha with bright nioguchi, nijû-ba, sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificates #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Harima Daijô Tadakuni was a distinguished swordsmith of Hizen Province during the 
mid-1600s. While many of his works feature a flamboyant gunome-chôji-midare hamon, Tadakuni 
also forged blades in an elegant suguha exhibiting a dignified aesthetic which this gorgeous katana 
encapsulates. On June 7th, 1665, sword-tester Yamano Ka'emon Nagahisa using this muscular blade, 
severed through two human bodies in one stroke. The test result is documented in gold inlay on 
the nakago solidifying Tadakuni's wazamonô ranking. A gorgeous Edo-period koshirae with an eye-
catching aoi-gai (mother-of-pearl) lacquered scabbard and beautiful fittings showcasing a striking 
wave motif will look incredible on display in any home or office. This is a top-class samurai sword. 


















































