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item# ujka473             sold  
     

A JÔSHÛ KUNISHIGE KATANA   
signed & dated, shintô early edo period (keian era: august 1658) 
 
Swordsmith:  Jôshû jû Fujiwara Kunishige (城州住藤原国重) 
Measurements: Length: 70.0cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.8cm    Moto-haba: 2.9cm   Weight: 680g 
Jihada: Impressive pools of mokume-hada mixed with masame and plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Eye-catching gunome-midare, with notare, sunagashi, kinsuji, togari, Mishina-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Provenance:  Dr. Katsumi Toriumi surrendered the sword to US Allied Forces in 1945  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 
 
This rare and dated katana by Mishina smith Jôshû Kunishige, was forged during the tense months 
between total pacification and a simmering rebellion during which Japan was a nation locked 
down, isolated, and completely reorganized under iron rule by Tokugawa Iemitsu. The blade shines 
with a clear Shizu influence with a dynamic gunome-midare hamon, kinsuji, togari. The koshirae is late 
Edo handachi (half tachi) style that exudes class. The exquisite nagashi-nuri saya lacquer echoes the 
blade's wood grain pattern and flowing textures while the fittings unite around sacred motifs - 
Sannô deities, dragons, arabesque designs. This very sword was once the property of Dr. Katsumi 
Toriumi, but was confiscated by U.S. Forces in November 1945. Now it’s incredible journey 
continues.  This is a dignified katana that will sit proudly in a lucky person's nihontô collection. 


























































