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ITEM# UJKA473 SOLD

A JOSHU KUNISHIGE KATANA

SIGNED & DATED, SHINTO EARLY EDO PERIOD (KEIAN ERA: AUGUST 1658)

Swordsmith: Joshii jii Fujiwara Kunishige (4013 /i) [E 5)

Measurements: Length: 70.0cm (ubu) Sori: 1.8cm  Moto-haba: 2.9cm Weight: 680g
Jihada: Impressive pools of mokume-hada mixed with masame and plentiful chikei

Hamon: Eye-catching gunome-midare, with notare, sunagashi, kinsuji, togari, Mishina-boshi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation)

Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic)
Provenance: Dr. Katsumi Toriumi surrendered the sword to US Allied Forces in 1945
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodo artist)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

This rare and dated katana by Mishina smith Jéshii Kunishige, was forged during the tense months
between total pacification and a simmering rebellion during which Japan was a nation locked
down, isolated, and completely reorganized under iron rule by Tokugawa lemitsu. The blade shines
with a clear Shizu influence with a dynamic gunome-midare hamon, kinsuji, togari. The koshirae is late
Edo handachi (half tachi) style that exudes class. The exquisite nagashi-nuri saya lacquer echoes the
blade's wood grain pattern and flowing textures while the fittings unite around sacred motifs -
Sanno deities, dragons, arabesque designs. This very sword was once the property of Dr. Katsumi
Toriumi, but was confiscated by U.S. Forces in November 1945. Now it’s incredible journey
continues. This is a dignified katana that will sit proudly in a lucky person's nihonté collection.



Kissaki: 3.09cm
Saki-haba: 1.87cm
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Saki-kasane: 4.3mm

Moto-kasane: 64mm Nagasa: /00cm
Sori: 1.8cm
Nakago: 189cm
|
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Jéshi Kunishige (3% [E L) may not appear in the standard
reference books, but this blade from the prized Mishina school
certainly tells its own unique story. Around the Keian era
(1648-1652) in Yamashiro province, swordsmiths showing
oronounced Mishina traits while using "kuni ([E])" in their
signatures were extremely rare. Only one smith fits - Dewa
Daije Kunimichi (3P RERE ), top student of Horikawa
Kunihiro (Y81 [E]J1x). This katana resembles Kunimichi's work
closely. The nakago-jiri shaping, the carved "kuni" character,
the Fujiwara surname - all point to Kunishige as his disciple.

The dated inscription of August 1648, was just months into the
newly declared Keian era. Japan was under peak lokugawa
control. lemitsu had sealed the borders nine years earlier. The
last Jesuit was dead or converted by 1644. The sankin-kétai
system was forcing daimyé into financial exhaustion. This was a
nation locked down, isolated, completely reorganized under
iron rule. Within three years, disgruntled rénin would attempt
the failed Keian Uprising, a desperate plot born from the very
control policies that defined this era. This sword was forged in
those tense months between total pacification and simmering
rebellion - a Japan that had turned completely inward and
would stay that way for two centuries.

The blade aims squarely at the Shizu-inspired style Kunimichi
mastered, and succeeds. Strong motohaba tapering to a
slightly extended chd-kissaki. The jigane shows itame mixed
with mokume in flowing texture, thick ji-nie, abundant chikei.
The shinogi-ji displays strong masame too. The hamon is bright
gunome with well-applied ko-nie, incorporating pointed
elements and gentle notare. Numerous ko-ashi, active kinsuji
and sunagashi also abound The béshi enters in notare, finishes
with slight hakikake, turns back toward the mune - the
characteristic Mishina-béshi. Naturally this is an NBTHK

Tokubetsu Hozon certified katana.

This very sword appears in 'Token Zuihitsu' (Token's Essay) by
Dr. Katsumi Toriumi. According to text written in November
1945, this sword was confiscated by U.S. Forces after the war.
Think about what that means - a documented surrender sword
that survived confiscation (and seemingly the koshirae too), has
made its way back to Japan - it's an amazing story.

The koshirae is late Edo handachi (half tachi) style that exudes
class. The exquisite nagashi-nuri saya lacquer echoes the
blade's wood grain pattern and flowing textures while the
fittings unite around sacred motifs - Sanné deities, dragons,
arabesque designs. This very rare and dignified katana will sit
proudly in a lucky person's nihonté collection,




WATCH PABLO'S YOUTUBE PRESENTATION OF
UJKA473 - A JOSHU KUNISHIGE KATANA

UNIQUEJAPAN.COM/UJKA473-VIDEO
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Location: Yamashiro Province
Family name: Fujiwara
Swordsmith: Kunishige (first generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
katte-sagari-yasurime (slanting file marks)



nakago-ana

yasurime

Signatures  matter. In sword
authentication, they're one of the
most critical elements - strict

discipline governs every stroke.

Compare Kunishige's mei (signature)
to Kunimichi's. The similarities jump out.
The character "kuni" (|E) isn't written in
standard form - both smiths use the same
highly stylized version, virtually identical.
That's not a coincidence. That's a master
guiding his student how to sign his name.

nakago-jiri

The nakago-ana (hole), nakago-jiri (butt-end)
and yasurime (file marks) are also in congruence.



Keian gannen hachigatsu kichijitsu
Dated on a lucky day in the eighth month in
the first year of Keian era (August 1648)

Ha-agari kurijiri is a tang-end style where the

(Kei) B
(an) %
(gan) 7T

(nen) 4
(hachi) J\
(gatsu) H
(kichi) &

(jitsu) H

rounded tip curves slightly toward the cutting edge.

It is a variation of the kurijiri (chestnut-shaped)
finish, adding subtle asymmetry.

ha-agari kurijiri



The Shoho era (1644-1648): Consolidation and Control

The Shéhé era began in late 1644 with the enthronement of Emperor Go-Kémyé and lasted
just four years until early 1648. This brief period fell squarely within the reign of Tokugawa
lemitsu, the third shogun, who had spent two decades methodically consolidating Tokugawa
power. By the mid-1640s, lemitsu's most dramatic policies were already in place - the sankin-
kétai system forcing daimyé to maintain households in Edo, the sakoku edicts sealing Japan off
from the world (completed in 1639), and the brutal suppression of Christianity. The last Jesuit
was executed or forced to apostatize (renounce their faith) by 1644, the year Shéhé began.
This was a Japan already locked down, already isolated, already under control.

August 1648: First Year of Keian

This katana was forged in August 1648 - just months into the Keian era, which replaced Shéhé
in February of that year. The era name changed because "Shéhé" sounded too similar to
"Shobé" (death by burning), which was considered inauspicious. Keian meant “joy of quiet
righteousness” - an optimistic name that didn't quite match reality. In 1649, a major earthquake
struck Edo. That same year, lemitsu issued the Keian no Ofuregaki, a comprehensive set of
proclamations designed to control rural administration and farmers' lives down to the smallest
detail. The shogunate's grip was tightening further. By 1651, just three years into the era,
disgruntled rénin - masterless samurai pushed into hardship by lemitsu's seizure of daimyé
estates - attempted the Keian Uprising. The plot to burn Edo and storm the castle failed when
one conspirator fell ill and revealed the plan in his delirium.

An Era of Iron Stability

The Keian era lasted only until September 1652, but it represented something significant -
Japan at peak Tokugawa control, a society completely reorganized and locked in place. lemitsu
died in June 1651 at age 46, leaving behind a nine-year-old heir and a Japan utterly
transformed from the chaotic Warring States period his grandfather had ended. The sword
forged in August 1648 came from a moment when the long peace was established but still
young enough to remember conflict - when rénin conspiracies still simmered, when the
machinery of control was running at full power, when Japan had turned completely inward and
would remain that way for two more centuries.

Tokugawa lemitsu ruled from 1623 to 1651 - three decades that sealed Japan
shut. He crucified Christians, expelled every European from Japanese sall,
and locked the borders. That policy of total isolation lasted over 200 years.



Joshi-ja Fujiwara Kunishige,
on a lucky day in August, Keian 1
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Token's Essay vol.3 (1975) mfo_r-'iumi Ka;isuﬁﬁi

The actual sword appears in a collection of essays titled
"Token Zuihitsu' (Token's Essay) by Dr. Katsumi Toriumi.
According to the text written in November 1945, this
sword was confiscated by the U.S. Forces after the war.

translation

The Sword Hunt (Katana-gari)

| spent the day in a state of profound melancholy — a feeling so bitter and heartless that no list of adjectives could
ever suffice. The Allied forces’ demand for the surrender of Japanese swords has become increasingly aggressive.
Once handed over, only God knows what will become of them. The prospect of them ever returning to my hands
seems hopeless. Furthermore, the demand is accompanied by threats of severe punishment for non-compliance.

Reluctantly, | have decided to surrender the three swords in my possession. As a precaution, | shall record their
signatures and origins here.

One, Joshu-ju Fujiwara Kunishige, dated a lucky day in August, the first year of Keian (1648). Blade length: approx.
2-shaku 2~3-sun. This is a shinté that my grandfather, Masayasu, gave to me as a gift shortly after [ was born.

One, Senjuin Koreshige, a Koté. | received this last year from my friend, Shigenori Nakamura, to be used as a
military sword. According to Mr. Nakazawa, a local appraiser, its quality surpasses that of the Enju school.

One, Mumei, length is 2-shaku 3-sun 9-bu. The hamon is chéji-midare. This was a commemorative gift from
Mitsumasa Hori. According to Mr. Nakazawa, it is a Shinté by lkkanshi Tadayuki from the Kanbun era. It was

previously requisitioned by the prefecture as a candidate for a sword to be presented to the commander of the
Fukushima garrison.

One, Séshi Tadahiro kogatana, a Shinté. This was gifted to me by Takeu Tsuchiya as a weapon for self-defense just
before | left for Europe. The shirasaya bears a poem handwritten by Takeu himself.



MR O FR

RINRSF RGBSy

J?s
B,
o
r
+
R

AN
=)

2 O )y Y PN ST A

i

g
A
a
b 3
%
wE
7
]
%
-y
W
£

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certiticate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the Tlth year of Heisei (1999), October 8th
One, Katana
Mei (signature)
Jéshi-ja Fujiwara Kunishige

Keian gannen hachigatsu kichijitsu

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-sun 1-bu (700cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

WE

|

d

R A

e
W R

k

W ) 2 35

W S

N W
< ;&\4\\ N




SN g i ] B
Jésha-ja Fujiwara Kunishige
Fujiwara Kunishige, a resident of J&sht (Yamashiro) province

B ouE\H & H
Keian gannen hachigatsu kichijitsu

On a lucky day in the eighth month in the first year of Keian era
(August 1648)

EER =0/ 2
Nagasa 2-shaku 3-sun 1-bu kore ari
Blade length /00 cm

w R\ AR & H RS
Reiwa hachi hinoe-uma doshi Kisaragi kichijitsu kore o shirusu

Written on a lucky day in the second month in the eighth year of
Reiwa period, the Year of the Horse (February 2026)
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This is the torokusho (registration card) for the Jéshi Kunishige katana.

Official registration in Tokyo, 1997.

The timeline tells the story:

Confiscated by Allied forces in November 1945, taken to the United States.
Fifty-two years later returns to Japan in 199/. Two years later, it was submitted
to the NBTHK for appraisal and awarded Tokubetsu Hozon certification.

Now, the sword is about to embark onto its next journey.
Who will proudly carry the torch?









Mishina béshi
Slight hakikake (brushed), and the kaeri (return) turns

back toward the mune (spine) rather than running straight.

Mishina-béshi

source: Markus Sesko




masame-hada

sunagashi

A delightful mix of mokume and nagare-
hada with masame-hada in the shinogi-ji.
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kinsuji
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An explosive gunome-midare hamon with o v
kinsuji, sunagashi and peaks of togari. \
sunagashi

togari




notare (wave)

tiny tobiyaki

The hamon shifts dramatically from rhythmic
gunome-midare to big swells of notare in
the monouchi on both sides of the blade.



Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)

bamboo strips

gold habaki with

copper ground







Kuro-nagashi-nuri saya

handachi-fa-koshirae
(R RG] JEHE)

Handachi-style koshirae lacquered
in black with flowing texture

Crafted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1868)

- NTHK-NPO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




Nagashi-nuri on the saya echoes the blade's jihada.

A "flowing” technique where the lacquer is applied and
manipulated while wet to create wood-grain-like patterns.



This fascinating polished yamagane copper tsuba depicts a Sanné
figure - a monkey regarded as a divine messenger. But rather than
veneration, we see subjugation.

The male figure wears Heian-period attire, pointing to a legend from
the Konjaku Monogatari-shi, a late Heian collection of tales. The
story: a monstrous monkey demanded the sacrifice of young girls
until a hunter cornered and killed it. Then the demands stopped.

The tsuba captures humanity's resolve to punish an evil deity. The
rugged, austere finish - no gilding, no decorative flourishes - lets the
triumph speak for itself.

Sanné monkey
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times for its sacred power and associations with victory and prosperity.

The tsuka is late Edo period work - white samekawa with black silk in classic hishi-maki style.
The black shakudé menuki depict dragons - a motif prized since ancient




kashira

Handachi soroi-kanagu
with arabesque pattern

A terrific matching set of handachi fittings
attributed to Kanagu-shi, an artisan who
catered to the samurai class in the Edo period.
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