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item# ujka472          
     

A TOMOTSUGU KATANA   
unsigned, kotô muromachi period (ôei era: 1394~1428) 
 
Swordsmith:  Uda Tomotsugu (宇多友次) 
Measurements: Length: 81.6cm (!)   Sori: 1.7cm    Moto-haba: 2.88cm   Weight: 740g 
Jihada: Fabulous pools of itame and mokume-hada, flowing masame and dark chikei 
Hamon: Bright suguha with kinsuji,  uchinoke, sunagashi and kuichigaiba 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Hozon (sword and tsuba Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae and fk certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Uda Tomotsugu was a prominent early smith of the Uda school, which relocated from Yamato 
province to Etchû in the late Kamakura to Nanbokuchô period. The school combines the disciplined 
craftsmanship of the Yamato tradition with elements of the Sôshû tradition. This exceptionally long 
katana at over 81cm is a rare reference piece that embodies the transition point from a Kamakura 
period tachi to that of a Muromachi period katana.  The jigane is a lovely mix of itame and mokume-
hada mixed with classic Yamato-den masame. The hamon is a bright suguha with impactful hataraki, 
such as sunagashi, kinsuji and crescent-moon uchinoke.  The accompanying Edo-period koshirae is 
set in a glossy black saya with gold-accented details, featuring a stunning Muromachi period Ko-
Kinkô wave-motif tsuba, crab-themed fuchi-kashira, and terrific lobster menuki.  This katana is such 
a wonderful find and will become an adored addition for any Japanese sword collector. 
















































