
service@uniquejapan.com  
uniquejapan.com 

	

 
 
item# ujka471          
     

A CHÔGI KATANA   
signed gakumei, kotô nanbokuchô period (jôji era: 1362~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bishû Osafune Chôgi (備州長船長義) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm (ô-suriage)  Sori: 1.6cm   Moto-haba: 2.8cm Weight: 705g 
Jihada: Itame mixed with mokume, features plenty of ji-nie, chikei, and a midare-utsuri 
Hamon: Nie-laden notare, chôji, gunome, many ashi and yô, thick nie, nie-kuzure with 

tobiyaki and yubashiri to hitatsura, also kinsuji and sunagashi appear 
Certificate: 15th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô Tôken (Especially Important Sword, awarded 1998) 
Shugaki:  Hôei yonen origami dai gohyaku-kan (valued at 500-kan by Hon’ami Kôchû) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
This remarkable katana was crafted by Osafune Chôgi was one of the most celebrated swordsmiths 
of the mid-14th century. Working in Bizen province during a time of conflict and stylistic 
innovation, Chôgi emerged as a central figure of the Sôden-Bizen tradition - a hybrid style blending 
the elegance of Bizen with the bold intensity of Sôshû-den. He is traditionally counted among the 
Masamune Jittetsu, “Ten Great Disciples of Masamune." This blade showcases an itame-hada mixed 
with mokume, abundant chikei, and thick ji-nie. The hamon is a vigorous mix of notare, chôji, and 
gunome, filled with ashi, yô, and lively nie. In places, bright bursts of nie-kuzure can be enjoyed. 
Yubashiri and tobiyaki rise along the upper sections, culminating in a flamboyant hitatsura-like 
manner. Inside the ha, bold kinsuji and sunagashi dance across the steel. The sword has been 
shortened (ô-suriage) but its original signature has been preserved as gakumei - a framed inscription 
inlaid into the current tang. Adding to its legacy, the blade once bore an origami certificate by famed 
Edo-period appraiser Hon’ami Kôchû dated in the fourth year of Hôei era (1707), valued at 500 kan. 






















































