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item# ujka470          
     

A NORISHIGE KATANA   
kinzôgan mei, kotô kamakura period (genkô era: 1321~1324) 
 
Swordsmith:  Norishige (則重) 
Measurements: Length: 72.4cm (ô-suriage)  Sori: 2.2cm   Moto-haba: 2.9cm Weight: 665g 
Jihada: Itame mixed with standing out ô-itame plenty of ji-nie , thick chikei, dark steel 
Hamon: Nie-laden notare, chôji, gunome, many ashi and yô, thick nie, nie-kuzure with 

tobiyaki and yubashiri to hitatsura, also kinsuji and sunagashi appear 
Certificate: 28th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô Tôken (Especially Important Sword, awarded 2024) 
Kinzôgan-mei: Norishige – Kunzan + kaô (valued at 500-kan by Hon’ami Kôchû) 
Authentication: Kunzan & Tanzan sayagaki (Honma Kunzan, Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
Saeki Norishige from Etchû province was a distinguished swordsmith of the late Kamakura period. 
Though occasionally counted among the ‘Masamune Jittetsu’ (Ten Great Students of Masamune), 
modern research more credibly places him as a direct disciple of Shintôgo Kunimitsu. Norishige 
would have been a peer to both Masamune and Yukimitsu, sharing roots in the powerful Sôshû-den 
tradition. This blade has a deep sori, strong matsukawa-hada and prominent chikei throughout. The 
hamon flows in notare with gunome and chôji elements, densely covered in nie, and rich in sunagashi 
and kinsuji. This blade has been certified as an elite Tokubetsu-Jûyô-Tôken and the nakago bears a 
kinzôgan inscription judgment of Honma Kunzan former director of the NBTHK. The inlay itself was 
applied by second gen. Gassan Sadakazu, a Living National Treasure. This katana by Norishige 
embodies the fierce spirit of Kamakura-period and stands out among all blades attributed to him.  












































