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item# ujka468         currently available 
     

A MORIHIRO ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, kotô late nambokuchô period (1390~1394) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chiyôzuru Morihiro (千代鶴守弘) 
Measurements: Length: 69.2cm    Sori: 1.4cm    Moto-haba: 3.08cm   Weight: 820g 
Jihada: Beautifully forged itame-hada and mokume-hada, dark jigane with ample chikei 
Hamon: Bright ko-gunome based on suguha, kinsuji, kaen-bôshi, sunagashi, ashi & nijuba 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fuchi-kashira and tsuba certified as Authentic) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Tanzan-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, koshirae, fabric bags, kit, printed description 
 

$25,000 
 
This powerful and extra sharp katana has been attributed to Chiyozuru Morihiro, a talented 
swordsmith who worked in Echizen during the late Nambokuchô period and into the Oei era of the 
Muromachi period. The blade displays a fine koshi-zori curvature and rich, dark jigane with 
abundant chikei and flows with itame and mokume-hada. Its bright hamon is based on suguha mixed 
with ko-midare, abundant ashi, sunagashi, kinsuji, and areas of nijuba. Kinzogan-mei on the nakago 
confirms this blade severed a human body through the armpit region during a tameshigiri cutting 
test. Kotô period swords with cutting tests are exceptionally rare to collect. The handsome koshirae 
features a striped senden-nuri saya and a tsuba depicting the heroic Minamoto Yorimasa, plus 
splendid fuchi-kashira of the open sea - both crafted by Munetoshi of the famed Nara school.  
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Arigato! 
 
Thank you for downloading this pdf description.  
 
All available swords are offered on a "first-serious-hold-request", first 
served basis.  Please email me (service@uniquejapan.com) straight away with 
questions and further photos and/or advice regarding any sword of 
interest. 
 
Swords can be paid over a few months if required. We can discuss payment 
plans as certain pieces require a more sizeable investment. 
 
Each sword can be legally owned and exported outside of Japan.  All 
swords have certification papers (origami) such as from the NBTHK and/or 
the NTHK-NPO. 
 
I completely respect that purchasing a sword remotely requires trust. 
You're relying on photographs and descriptions for something deeply 
important. It’s my promise to answer every question thoroughly. I want you 
to feel absolutely confident that the sword you choose is meant for your 
family to cherish and preserve. 
 
All swords from Unique Japan are guaranteed authentic and come with a  
3-day worry-free inspection period upon arrival to your home. 
 
Descriptions and availability are subject to change without notice.  
 
For further information: 
  
Five Steps to Owning a Japanese Sword 
www.uniquejapan.com/resource  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  We have service offices in Tokyo and 
near London, England.  
 
Thank you, 
 

 
 
 
 
Pablo Kuntz 
Founder, Unique Japan 
 

service@uniquejapan.com 
+44 7954 102 277 (mobile on ‘signal & whatsapp’ / british time) 
 
Unique Japan, Fine Art Dealer 
Antiques license issued by Meguro City 
Tokyo, Japan (No.303291102398) 
 
Unique Japan is the trading name of Marchforth International Limited. 
 




