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item# ujka466           sold 
   

A KO-KONGOBYÔE [MORITAKA] KATANA   
unsigned, chû-kotô nambokuchô period (enbun era: 1356~1361) 
 
Swordsmith:  Chikuzen Ko-Kongobyôe [Moritaka] Katana 
Measurements: Length: 74.1cm (o-suriage)   Sori: 1.3cm    Moto-haba: 3.17cm   Weight: 940g 
Jihada: Well-forged standing out itame-hada mixed with mokume-hada, plentiful chikei 
Hamon: Bright hoso-suguha with ko-midare, kinsuji and sunagashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yûshûsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork) 
Certificate #3-5: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, menuki and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Daruma koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 
 
This Nambokuchô period powerhouse of a katana has been certified to the Ko-Kongôbyôe school 
with the NTHK-NPO organization awarding the blade with Yûshûsaku and attributing the blade 
to swordsmith Moritaka. The Kongôbyôe smiths were highly respected for the harmonization of 
technical skill and spiritual discipline, embodying the ethos of warrior-monks.  Jihada lovers will 
appreciate the standing out itame interspersed with mokume, and lively chikei. The hamon is a suguha 
base with small midare elements, enhanced by visible kinsuji and sunagashi. Its commanding Edo-
period koshirae features fittings adorned with Buddhist motifs such as a vajra-hilted ken and the 
watchful eye of Daruma, evoking the school’s mountain origins, spiritual resolve and stoic strength.  









































Bodhidharma, known in Japan as Daruma Daishi, was a 5th–6th century Indian monk 
credited with bringing Zen Buddhism to China and, by extension, to East Asia. A symbol 
of unwavering spiritual focus and perseverance, he is often portrayed as a stern, bearded 
figure in deep meditation.

In Japanese culture, Bodhidharma inspired the creation of the Daruma doll — a round, red, 
limbless figure weighted at the bottom to return upright when tilted. This design reflects 
the Zen teaching of resilience: “Fall seven times, rise eight.” The Daruma doll has become 
a popular symbol of determination, goal-setting, and recovery, embodying the same stoic 
spirit that made Daruma Daishi a revered icon among monks and warriors alike.
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