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item# ujka465          
     

A YOSHIKADO KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (kanbun era: 1661~1671) 
 
Swordsmith:  Noshû Seki Zenryô-ke Echizen no Kami Yoshikado (1st gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 65.8cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 3.0cm   Weight: 680g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with sparkling ji-nie, chikei 
Hamon: Beautiful nie-deki mix of ô-midare, hako-midare, chôji, togariba, notare, ashi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Shodai Yoshikado was a prominent shintô swordsmith who descended from the lineage of Zenjô 
Kaneyoshi. Yoshikado's career advanced significantly when in 1672 he became an official 
swordsmith of the Mito domain led by Tokugawa Mitsukuni, receiving a stipend supporting seven 
people, prompting his relocation to Mito's Daimachi district.  This brilliant and highly energetic 
katana is a prime example from the later years of Yoshikado's storied career.  The blade's vibrant 
hamon in nie-deki is an ô-midare with notare elements, even hako-midare that is reminiscent of the 
famed Kanewaka school.  This is a swordsman's sword, just the right length to manoeuvre with 
samurai fluidity.  A custom koshirae is an option for this katana, however, a blade of this quality 
can certainly suffice in shirasaya only – enjoy and study it under the nihontô light for hours on end.  






































