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item# ujka461          
     

A SANDAI KANEWAKA ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
signed, shintô early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1681) 
 
Swordsmith:  Gashû-jû Kanewaka (Shirô’emon) 
Measurements: Length: 60.7cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.2cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 615g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada and masame-hada with chikei 
Hamon: Splendid gunome midare with wide yaki, with kanitsune, togari and midare-komi 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
This wide and splendidly sharp katana was crafted by Tsujimura Shirô'emon Kanewaka, third 
generation of the Kanewaka family. He succeeded as head of the Kanewaka family in 1677 until his 
death in May 1711.  An awe-inspiring mountain range comes to mind when admiring the splendid 
peaks and valleys found in its gunome-midare hamon. From every angle, the health and vibrancy of 
this 2-shaku sword shines through.  As such, this sword recently passed NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon 
with flying colours. Adding to the ferocity of this katana, sword tester Matsunami Toki'emon 
performed a tameshigiri cutting test with this blade by severing through a human body at the 
armpit level and directly into the earthen mound below.  One gets the distinct sense that this blade 
could have easily cut multiple bodies in one stroke. This sword is an excellent candidate for Tanobe-
sensei sayagaki and also an enjoyable custom koshirae project that Unique Japan will assist the new 
owner with.  Of course, a powerful katana such as this one can also be enjoyed in shirasaya only. 


































