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item# ujka455          
     

A KENCHÔ KATANA   
unsigned with kinzôgan-mei, nambokuchô (jôji era: 1362~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Bizen Osafune Kenchô (Kanenaga, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 71.0cm (ô-suriage)   Sori: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 2.96cm   Weight: 770g 
Jihada:  Beautiful itame mixed with nagare with sparkling ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri 
Hamon:  Wavy notare in ko-nie-deki, wide, clear nioiguchi mixed with gunome, chôji, larger 
dimensioned midare elements, many ko-ashi and yô, and with sunagashi 
Certificate:  7th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jûyô (An Especially Precious and Important sword) 
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ô-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords) 
Provenance:  Sword was gifted by the ninth shogun Tokugawa Ieshige to Lord Masatsune in 1753  
Authentication:  Origami by Hon’ami Kôyû (dated to 1753) 
Authentication:  Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro) 
Included:  Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description, origami & antique box 
 

SOLD 
 
This exceptional katana from the warring Nambokuchô period is attributed to Kenchô (also known 
as Kanenaga), the celebrated pupil of Chôgi. The blade represents a masterful blend of Bizen and 
Sôshû traditions, exemplifying the rare and coveted Sôden Bizen style of workmanship. The nakago 
features a gold-inlaid kinzôgan-mei signature and comes with origami from Hon'ami Kôyû dated 1753, 
assessing its value at 15 gold coins. That same year, the ninth shogun Tokugawa Ieshige presented 
this actual katana as a gift to Lord Asano Munetsune upon his succession as head of the Asano clan.  
This is a precious sword worthy of a place amongst the most prestigious nihontô collections. 
























































