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ITEM# UJKA455

A KENCHO KATANA

UNSIGNED WITH KINZOGAN-MEI, NAMBOKUCHO (JOJI ERA: 1362~1368)

Swordsmith: Bizen Osafune Kencho (Kanenaga, first generation)

Measurements: Length: 71.0cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 2.96cm Weight: 770g
Jihada: Beautiful itame mixed with nagare with sparkling ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri
Hamon: Wavy notare in ko-nie-deki, wide, clear nioiguchi mixed with gunome, choji, larger
dimensioned midare elements, many ko-ashi and yo, and with sunagashi

Certificate: 7th NBTHK Tokubetsu Jiy6 (An Especially Precious and Important sword)
Fujishiro rank: Jo-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith)

Sharpness: O-Wazamono (maker of extremely sharp swords)

Provenance: Sword was gifted by the ninth shogun Tokugawa leshige to Lord Masatsune in 1753

Authentication: = Origami by Hon’ami Koy (dated to 1753)
Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)
Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description, origami & antique box

SOLD

This exceptional katana from the warring Nambokucho period is attributed to Kenché (also known
as Kanenaga), the celebrated pupil of Chogi. The blade represents a masterful blend of Bizen and
Soshii traditions, exemplifying the rare and coveted Soden Bizen style of workmanship. The nakago
features a gold-inlaid kinzogan-mei signature and comes with origami from Hon'ami Koy dated 1753,
assessing its value at 15 gold coins. That same year, the ninth shogun Tokugawa leshige presented
this actual katana as a gift to Lord Asano Munetsune upon his succession as head of the Asano clan.
This is a precious sword worthy of a place amongst the most prestigious nihonté collections.



Kissaki: 4.33cm

>>

Saki-kasane: 5.0Omm Saki-haba; 217cm

Nagasa: /10cm

Moto-kasane; 6.3mm

Sori: 1.50cm
Nakago: 18 0cm

Omosa: 7/0g

Moto-haba: 296cm

Mekugi-ana: 3




The following text is a summation of Kenché's historical
background and synopsis of its very early 7th NBTHK

Tokubetsu Jayd Token certificate issued in 1980 that
highlights the virtues of this prestigious katana.

Tradition has it that Kanenaga, whose name can also
be read Kenché, was the son of Nagashige, who is said
to have either been the father, or the older brother of
Chégi. Another tradition sees him as son of Kaneshige,
who is believed to have been the younger brother of
Chégi. Kanenaga became a student of Chégi, and it is
safe to assume that all these smiths worked closely
together, with Chégi as head of the forge.

Existing signed works of Kanenaga are extremely rare,
but there is a wakizashi dated Jgji five (1366), which is
designated as a Jayd-Bijutsuhin, one tanté that passed
Jayb that is dated Shitoku four (1387), and one tanté
that passed Tokubetsu-Jiyd which is dated Kakyé two
(1388). Accordingly, we can narrow down Kanenaga's
active period to mid to late Nanbokuché period.

The style of Kanenaga was very close to Chagi,
meaning a workmanship that is based on the Bizen
tradition, but also prominently enriched with elements
from the Séshi tradition, an approach that is
traditionally referred to as Séden-Bizen. Some of his
blades emphasize nie even more than Chégi.

This blade bears the kinzégan-mei (gold inlaid
signature) “Kanenaga” and is accompanied by an
origami issued by Honami Koéya (1704~1/70) in
Héreki three (1753), in which he evaluates the blade
with 15 gold coins. Furthermore, it can be definitively
stated that this sword was gifted in 1753 by the ninth
shogun Lord Tokugawa leshige to Lord Asano
Munetsune on the occasion of succeeding as head of
the Asano family and entering for the first time his
domain plus receiving the rank of Chamberlain and

Fourth Court Rank Second Class.

This sword's majestic shape with a wide mihaba and
prominently elongated kissaki is typical for the
Nanbokuché period. With Kencho's unique flamboyant
interpretation of the jiba, we have here a particularly
excellent work of all blades attributed to Kanenaga.
According to the NBTHK this blade appears to have
been once an édachi with a nagasa of more than three

shaku (909cm).




~20cm | /

original

signature
Kanenaga

o-suriage nakago TokuJu katana
(greatly shortened)

This katana was crafted during the tumultuous Nambokucho period,

circa 1362~1368. The original cutting edge would have been about
Q0cm and called an 6dachi.

Very few of these long and imposing blades have survived in their
original length. Later generations of samurai had them shortened
(o-suriage nakago) to a convenient size for everyday wear thus
losing any signature in the process.

Above is an example of a sword from the Nambokucho period.
Note how through the shortening process it has attained its current
powertul shape.




Location: Bizen province

Village: Osafune

Swordsmith: Kenché

Kinzégan mei, gold inscription by Ho'nami Kéy)

6-suriage-nakago (greatly shortened tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

FF (Ken)

£ (cho)




The Hon'ami family were the official
sword appraisers and polishers of
the shogunate. They also issued
origami appraisals for blades.

This katana has origami apparaised

by Hon'ami Kéyd dated to 1753,

The 14th generation of the Hon'ami
mainline was held by Kéchi's son
Kby who was born in the first year

of Hoei era (1704) and died on

December 23, 1770 in the tenth
year of Héreki era at the age of 5/.



The nakago features kaki-nagashi - grooves that
extend to the middle of the butt end of the tang.

(ura, reverse)



Bray
g
H

&

RRE e
S o

=

Nc

Ol

i

T LIS
Y
~Ho
T n;%)ﬂ\-
an
@‘%

s
I
g

9
@<y,
&

RENE2
Ao mSj

F
oyt
/,\_\7*2;].
jiuu;ﬁ'p?,ﬁ'
¥
[

fa
E:

4
3
R
%
a1

QNN

-
4
4

A,

be'i
o o o i

oy
=

BDiy-
_6';
A

S
B SNE
R

i
pe

&

Aby
Rt
o (R

-

RS DA U B (R Do
A)‘ﬁ AﬂT 75
;

N

Tokubetsu-Jayd Certificate No. 280
Shiteisho (}§ & E) Certificate of Designation
Katana, kinzogan-mei: Kanenaga (G &)

Accompanying
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Origami written by Hon'ami Kéya in the third year of Héreki era (1753)

Measurements
nagasa /10 cm, sori 1.5 cm, motohaba 29 cm, sakihaba 215 cm

Description
Keijé: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, elongated chd-kissaki

Kitae: rather standing-out itame that is mixed with nagare and that features ji-nie and a faint

midare-utsuri

Hamon: notare in ko-nie-deki with a wide and clear nioiguchi that is mixed with gunome, chéji,

and with many ko-ashi and yé
Béshi: midare-komi and has a rather late starting ko-maru-kaeri

Horimono: on both sides a béhi that runs as kaki-nagashi into the tang

Nakago: 6-suriage, sujikai-yasurime, three mekugi-ana

According to the result of the shinsa committee of our society we judge this work as authentic

and rank it as Tokubetsu-Jlyd Téken.

November 20,1980
[Foundation] Nihon Bijutsu Téken Hozon Kyskai, NBTHK

[President] Honma Junji K FEIIETS)
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Tokubetsu Jiyd Token
Kinzégan mei: Kanenaga/Kenché




Translation of the reverse side of the white paper

Tokubetsu-Jyd Certificate at the at 7th Tokubetsu-Jiy Shinsa held on November 20,1980

Katana, kinzégan-mei: Kanenaga (G %)
with Hon'ami Kéy( origami in the third year of Héreki era (1753)

Measurements
nagasa /10cm, sori 1.5cm, motohaba 29cm, sakihaba 215cm, moto-kasane O.6cm,
kissaki-nagasa 4.2 cm, nakago-nagasa 18.0 cm, almost no nakago-sori

Description

Keijé: shinogi-zukuri, iori-mune, wide mihaba, relatively shall sori, elongated chi-kissaki

Kitae: standing-out itame that is mixed with some nagare in places featuring ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri
Hamon: notare in ko-nie-deki with a wide and clear nioiguchi that is mixed with gunome, chéji, larger
dimensioned midare elements, many ko-ashi and yé with sunagashi

Bé&shi: midare-komi and has a brief and rather late starting ko-maru-kaeri

Horimono: on both sides a béhi that runs as kaki-nagashi into the tang

Nakago: 6-suriage, sujikai-yasurime, three mekugi-ana, sashi-omote side bears the above kinzégan-mei

Artisan
Osafune Kanenaga from Bizen province

Era
Nambokuché period

Summary

Signed works of Kanenaga (F£ %), whose name can also be read as "Kenché" are rare, but we do know of a
few tantd that are dated Joji five (1366), Shitoku four (1387), and Kakys two (1388). The latter two blades
place a noticeable emphasis on the Séshi tradition and can be confused with works of Norishige (HIJE) at
first glance, but in terms of overall signature style and the way the mei is chiselled, the old tradition that the
smith belonged to the school of Chégi (7<) appears to be correct. The 6-suriage mumei blades attributed
to Kanenaga that are commonly seen differ from signed works and are similar to Chégi, although slightly
inferior in make, and rather than featuring a hamon with a prominent amount of chéji, the hardening is based
on a more complex midare.

This blade bears the kinzégan-mei "Kanenaga” and is accompanied by an origami issued by Honami Kéyd
(KRRRTHRE B8, 1704~1770) in Héreki three (EJ&, 1753), in which he evaluates the blade with 15 gold coins.
It appears that this blade was once an 6dachi with a nagasa of more than three shaku (909 cm). lts shape with
a wide mihaba and prominently elongated kissaki is typical for the Nanbokuché period. With the flamboyant
interpretation of the jiba, we have here a particularly excellent work of all blades attributed to Kanenaga.
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Bizen no Kuni Kanenaga/Kenché
Kanenaga/Kenché from Bizen Province

1EE (Shéshin, Authentic)
SEUAE\WANE R IR SN

Nagasa ni-shaku san-sun yon-bu yo

Blade length ~ 710 cm
FEAHH G R A

Hyéri hi tadashi mei zégan hairi
Hi on both sides and name of maker inlaid in gold

& F5 1A
Dai-kinsu jago-mai
Value 15 gold pieces

FIESEEIRAE = H AR [{EH )
Hoéreki sannen tori Yayoi mikka Hon'a + kad
Horeki three (1753), Year of the Rooster
Third month, third day
Hon'a + monogram
PN
N
Fukushima
daimyé
kamon

% A&

Origami certificates are safely stored in an antique
lacquered box with the Fukushima daimyé family crest.
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Formal Gift Certification Origami

On the occasion of succeeding as head of the Asano family and entering for the first time his
domain, and also receiving the rank of Chamberlain and Fourth Court Rank Second Class,
this sword was presented to Lord Asano Munetsune by Lord Tokugawa leshige.

Dated fourth month in the third year of Héreki era (April 1753), Year of the Rooster.

FEN T ) FIENEFER
leshige-ké yori Munetsune ké gohairyd

Given by Lord [Tokugawa] leshige to Lord [Asano] Munetsune

(i AT R AE )
Bizen Kanenaga onté
Katana by Bizen Kanenaga/Kencho

P aa HAL

F B = A

FELLH

EGHRIARA

Origami daikin jagomai
Héreki sannen kiwame

Nagasa 2-shaku 3-sun 4-bu han

Hyoéri hi, tadashi zéganmei iri

With origami from the third year of Héreki era (1753)
With a value of 15 gold coins

Nagasa ~/1. Ocm

Hi (groove) on both sides

Name of maker inlaid in gold

Third month, third day - Hon'a + monogram

Traditional washi paper

Origami envelope from 1753
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Koshirae (with the following honourable fittings)
Habaki seppa hatome kin

Tsuka shirozame ito ito kon

Fuchi shakudé nanako

Mitokoromono shakudbé iroe wakamatsu kéji
Kogatana Minamoto Jumyé

Tsuba shakudé muji

Saya kuronuri

Sageo murasaki

Accompanied koshirae

Habaki, seppa, and shitodome of gold

Hilt covered with white samekawa (ray skin) and
wrapped in navy blue silk

Fuchi of shakudé with nanako ground
Mitokoromono of shakudé with iroe, depicting
young pines and koji oranges

Kogatana (knife) signed by Minamoto Jumyd
Tsuba of shakudé and unsigned

Saya lacquered black gloss

Sageo purple

A set of koshirae originally accompanied this Kenché
katana when it was presented to Lord Masatsune. For the
next owner, Unique Japan can commission a custom set
of koshirae using period fittings, crafted to closely
replicate the original koshirae. See next page for details.



C.

UJKA455 - A KENCHO KATANA
CUSTOM KOSHIRAE PROPOSAL

Below is a visual of what the final custom koshirae could look
like once completed following the koshirae elements listed on
the origami certificate. Project will take approximately 12-18
months, working with the finest of craftsmen in Japan.

A custom koshirae is not a requirement for the acquisition of
the ujka455 Kenché katana. It is simply a project to
consider. If you are interested in claiming this sword and
would like to learn more about this project, please contact
Pablo Kuntz at Unique Japan for the plan forward.

Black lacquered formal saya (scabbard)

fuchi-kashira

(match the mitokoromono)

purple sageo

. kogai (hair pick)
menuki
This would be one part of a three-piece
set known as mitokoromono with a
kozuka (utility knife) and set of menuki.

tsuka-ito (navy blue silk)

black shakudé tsuba

white samekawa (ray skin)

gold seppa (washers)




Sword researcher Markus Sesko discovered evidence of this precious gift from the Tokugawa Chronicles.

Diy w ST
VeSS Ug

Hi Pablo,

Wow, actually did find the reference in the Tokugawa Chronicles (Tokugawa Jikki).
As highlighted in [red] in the attached pic, the Shégun leshige gifted Aki no Kami
Munetsune on the 18th day of the fourth month of Horeki three (April 18,1753) with

a katana by Bizen Kanenaga/Kenché.
Nice provenancel

Best regards,
Markus

Tokugawa leshige (Jan 28,1712 - July 13, 1761)
Ninth shégun of the Tokugawa shogunate
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Dai nana-kai Tokubetsu-Jiyd Téken shitei
Tokubetsu-Jayd Taken at the /th Tokubetsu-Jayd Shinsa

g N EAR R
Bisht Osafune-ja Kenché
Kench, resident of Osafune in Bizen Province

KEE ISR ) 3= Z 7 ) @ GUREE T A VB = A AL
YRGB ATHE T Bl U g7 # /) JE ELAE L - H R
J FRET U T M B A LA = itk T R = H e el o =
He ) S LA =ANE - B - TF A E=EL LR
NEAREAR T VLI /LA B L F b= I WhIE 7 24
EABRMEF =7 FRE—H/ RIT Ak AN
T T AL R

O-suriage mumei no nakago ni niji no kinzégan o ari-shi, Héreki
sannen Hon'ami KéyG origami ga futaiseri. Haba-hiro de kissaki no
nobiru Enbun-Jéji-kei no keitai narite itame ga hadadachi-gokoro ni ji-
nie o mijin ni shiki kasuka ni midare-utsuri no tatsu hada-ai ni ko-notare,
gunome, chéji ga sé6 no midare sashiomote wa kétei kifuku aru
yamagata no midare ga medachi henka ni tomi nie atsuku tsukiage-
gimi no béshi ni musubu nado Chégi ichirui no déké no ko-kiwame wa
daté naru yGhin kana

This blade is &-suriage mumei, bears a two-character gold inlaid
attribution on its tang, and is accompanied by an origami issued by
Hon'ami Kéyt (AFrf 9588, 1704-1770) in Héreki three (1753). The
blade has a wide mihaba and an elongated kissaki and is thus of what
is referred to as an Enbun-J&ji shape. It displays a forging structure in a
standing-out itame that features fine ji-nie and a faint midare-utsuri,
and the hamon is a nie-laden mix of ko-notare, gunome, and chégji, that
appears overall as a s6 no midare ['freely interpreted midare']. The
sashi-omote side displays a prominent amount of undulating mountain-
shaped midare elements and the ha is thus rich in variety, and with the
rather late starting kaeri of the béshi, the attribution of this masterwork
to Kenché, whose name is also read Kanenaga, within the Chégi
group is appropriate.

HNEXRSTUSEZ
Haché ni-shaku san-sun yon-bu kore ari

Blade length ~ 710 cm
IRFE F R STV A 2 BER (Lglim ke THEHT)

Jizai kinoe-tatsudoshi chikusui-zuki kokutan Tanzan kore o mite narabi
ni shirushite + kad

Examined and written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] on a lucky day in
September in the Year of the Dragon of this era (2024) + monogram.









ko-maru kaeri

A powertul elongated chi-kissaki with a béshi displaying
a wavy midare-komi and late starting ko-maru kaeri.




A cluster of beautitul ‘standing out’ itame-hada.



In keeping with the glorious Bizen tradition, a
light midare-utsuri can be seen on the blade.



Gorgeous nagare-hada that streams along.



chgji

whips of midare

Good view of the mixture of chgji (clove buds)
and a freely interpreted midare (wavy) hamon.



A Nambokuch® masterclass.

ko-nie deki

A wide, beaming notare-based hamon
in ko-nie deki where a universe of tiny
crystals shine brightly under the light.

y6 (leaves)

tobiyaki (tempered spots)



The sheer intensity of a top-class Séden-Bizen hamon combining
all the energy of the Sésh tradition with the elegance of Bizen.



?hl
Sp

X
7

4

#
i

el

rBa

~
-~
W

{3

SR

Moo § I

This is the original torokusho (registration card) for the Kenché/Kanenaga
katana. The card was registered in the 26th year of Showa (1951) in Tokyo,
formally known as Edo, the capital of the country.

This is significant as 1951 was the very first year that swords were formally
registered in Japan. Many former daimyé (great) families were invited to submit

their collections suggesting this blade was once held by a prominent family.

The serial number is 15469, one of the very first swords registered in Japan.



gold habaki with
file marks

(protective scabbard)

Shirasaya
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Feel the history.




A complimentary sword maintenance kit with
mekugi-nuki and a bottle of Fujishiro sword ol
(trusted by the Japanese sword museum) is
included with all sword purchases.

safe, extra large cloth for
adding oil to the blade




