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ITEM# UJKA450

A NORISHIGE KATANA

UNSIGNED, CHU-KOTO KAMAKURA PERIOD (SHOWA ERA: 1312~1317)

Swordsmith: Etchii Norishige (1st gen.)

Measurements: Length: 61.5cm (0-suriage) Sori: 1.4cm Moto-haba: 2.81cm Weight: 585¢
Jihada: Stand-out itame with mokume and nagare forming matsukawa-hada, darkish steel
Hamon: Bright suguha mixed with gunome, ko-notare, ashi, kinsuji and sunagashi

Boshi: Nie-laden ko-maru kaeri with plenty of hakikake

Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword Especially Worthy of Preservation)
Certificates #2: NTHK-NPO Yshtsaku (as sword designated as Masterwork)

Fujishiro rank: Saijo-saku (ranked as a grandmaster swordsmith)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by Tanobe-sensei (Tanobe Michihiro)

Included: Shirasaya, fabric bag, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

It gives us great pleasure to introduce a sword by one Japan’s finest swordsmiths. Norishige was a
tfellow student of Masamune under Shintogo Kunimitsu. Among the early great Sdshii masters,
Norishige’s workmanship is closest to that of the Masamune. The major difference is that the kitae
(grain) produced by Norishige stands out more visibly - resulting in his iconic matsukawa-hada - a
spiraled grain pattern resembling the bark of old pine trees. This is a relatively short katana that
teels agile in hand, and instantly transports you back some seven hundred years with an elegant
jihada that will absolutely capture your heart. This is what collecting nihonto is all about. Claim
the sword in shirasaya or let’s build a top-class custom koshirae with the finest craftsmen in Japan.



Saki-kasane: 3.0mm

Moto-kasane; 4.8mm

Omosa: 585g

Nakago: 18.2cm

Kissaki: 249cm

Saki-haba: 1.78cm

Moto-haba: 2.81cm

I

Nagasa: 61.5cm

Sori: 14cm

Mekugi-ana: 2



According to the Kokon Mei Zukushi (1574 &4 /X) and
other Edo period sword publications, grandmaster
swordsmith Norishige was one of the Ten Students of
Masamune but judging from the shapes of his tachi
and tant6 and dated signatures from the Shéwa era
(IEFA, 1312~317) and Gen'd era (FT)t, 1319-1321), it
appears that he was a fellow student of Masamune
under Shintdgo Kunimitsu CHTRET. [EJf) as

Muromachi period sword texts suggest.

Norishige's workmanship stands among the early
great S6shi masters, with a style closest to that of the
the great Masamune. However, his blades are
generally characterized by a higher nie content , and
his jihada (steel grain pattern) is notably more
prominent than Masamune's work.

What truly distinguishes Norishige's craftsmanship is
the presence of thick and prominent chikei (bright dark
lines in the steel) and his unique jihada, specifically
known as "matsukawa-hada" (pine bark pattern). This
distinctive patterning creates a visual texture
reminiscent of pine bark, setting his work apart from
other master smiths of the period.

lanobe-sensei reviewed this katana and in his sayagaki
he summarized the sword's characteristics as:

".we can overall truly see a reference to the Ko-Hbéki style,
hence | am in agreement with said period attribution, and this
masterwork has an abundance of classical features.”

See the full sayagaki translation later in this description.

This katana represents an opportunity to own and
cherish a sword from one of the most influential
swordsmiths in the nihonté world. Enjoy in shirasaya,
or let's build a memorable custom koshirae together
that your family will cherish for generations to come.




o-suriage nakago




%
i
=
A
g
%
P

N RN O R ER

sk H)em i) cr
o SN RV T U e

3y >
Lt

AR

0y

NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certiticate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 27th year of Heisei (2015), March 26th
One, Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Den Norishige

Nagasa (length)

2-shaku O-sun 3-bu (61.5cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)

Ne 1003494
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NTHK-NPO Yushusaku
Certificate of Authenticity

This katana was designated as Yushusaku (Highly Excellent)
by the Non-Profit Society for the Preservation of the Japanese Sword

Katana

Mumei (unsigned)
Etcha Norishige

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 3-bu kore ari (61.5cm)

Crafted circa Shéwa period (1312~1317)

Issued in 6th year of Reiwa (2024), December 15th
Nihon Token Hozon Kai
(NTHK-NPO)

This sword has reached the highest level of honour at the NTHK-NPO.

Four judges have stamped their names to the certificate.
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Yashasaku A3 photo (included with certificate)
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Etchd no Kuni Saeki Norishige
Saeki Norishige from Etchti Province
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O-suriage mumei shikashite doks-saku to tsutau. Hosomi, ko-
kissaki de nao koshizori no tsuku keitai o teishi jigane wa itame
ga nagarete 6-moyd ni hadadachi tokorodokoro uzumaki-jé to
nari ji-nie tsuki chikei hari hamon wa suguha ko-midare de nie
atsuku kirameki sunagashi, kinsuji, yubashiri o ashirai kaen-j®
no bashi to naru nado masa ni Ko-Héki o sanshaku-shitaru kan
arite shoden wa shiké-sare koshoku yutaka na yahin nari.

This blade is &-suriage mumei, but was handed down as a
work of Norishige. It has a slender mihaba, a ko-kissaki, and a
koshizori, and displays a jigane in a standing-out and large-
structured itame that tends to uzumaki in places and that
features ji-nie and chikei. The hamon is a suguha komidare with
plenty of sparkling nie that displays sunagashi, kinsuji, and
yubashiri, and with the kaen-style bashi, we can overall truly
see a reference to the Ko-Héki style, hence | am in agreement
with said period attribution, and this masterwork has an
abundance of classical features.

HEXR B4

Hacho ni-shaku sun san-bu

Blade length ~ 61.5 cm
ik R ZE R H 8 HER LR THE47 )

Toki ni kinoe tatsudoshi nagazuki kokutan Tanzan shirusu + kad

Written by Tanzan [Tanobe Michihiro] on a lucky day in
September in the year of the dragon of this era (2024) +
monogram.









matsukawa-hada (pine bark pattern)
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A gorgeous hakikake (brushed) boshi with a short kaeri (turn back).




sparkling nie.

&
=

™
bh

)
’

03

. ‘e -~
AL A "?"

7

The nie content in Norishige's work is
generally as being higher than that of
the great Masamune (pictured above).



A delightful suguha (straight) hamon mixed with ko-midare (small waves).
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Cherish the channels of chikei and kinsuiji.

chikei

kinsuji




The beauty that is Norishige.
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If | can turn back time...




An Amata Kunitsugu Katana

A recently completed custom koshirae
featuring a Myéchin Muneyuki tsuba, a
Shéunsai fuchi-kashira and koi menuki.



