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item# ujka449          
     

A NORIKATSU KATANA   
signed & dated, shinshintô period (keiô era: february 1866) 
 
Swordsmith:  Tôbu Koishikawa-kan ni oite Suifu-jû Katsumura Norikatsu (shodai) 
Measurements: Length: 71.3cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.04cm   Weight: 915g 
Jihada:  Outstanding masame-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with sunagashi, ko-ashi, kinsuji, uchinoke and hakikake-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This splendid samurai sword was crafted in February 1866 by Katsumura Norikatsu, one of the 
most accomplished smiths of the shinshintô period, when he was working at the Koishikawa 
residence of the Mito domain.   The workmanship on this weighty, powerful katana is sublime, 
with a beaming suguha hamon over glorious straight grain masame-hada and sunagashi that is truly 
impressive.  This is Yamato-den quality to cherish at the very highest level.  An excellent set of Edo 
period koshirae captures the beauty of a crisp autumn day with fallen sun-drenched pine needles 
and bell crickets happily foraging in a garden. The wonderful set of menuki depicts a predatory 
hawk stalking a bear cub. This is a first-class sword crafted exclusively for the prominent Mito 
daimyô family in the final years of the formidable Tokugawa shogunate.  It’s history in your hands. 






















































