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item# ujka447          
     

A KUNISHIGE KATANA   
signed, shintô period (jôkyô era: 1684~1688) 
 
Swordsmith:  Yamashiro Daijô Minamoto Kunishige (nidai, 2nd gen.) 
Measurements: Length: 74.3cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 2.98cm   Weight: 720g 
Jihada:  Outstanding ô-itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Thick suguha in nie-deki, kuichigaiba with ko-ashi, kinsuji and kaen-bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This outstanding katana is the work of nidai Kunishige, born Ôtsuki Denshichirô, and student of 
Ichizô Kunishige - both of whom were known as Edo Mizuta.  The Mizuta school derives its name 
from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in Bitchû province. Members of this school 
are said to be descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and shodai Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta.  This 
blade is a splendid example of the wonderful grain patterns that make Japanese swords so devine. 
Gorgeous whirlpools of ô-itame and mokume-hada illuminate this long samurai sword with a thick 
blanket of winding suguha in nie-deki.  A set of late Edo period koshirae tastefully compliments the 
blade featuring a leather wrapped tsuka, a late Higo fuchi-kashira and a beautiful Heianjô school tsuba.   












































