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ITEM# UJKA447

A KUNISHIGE KATANA

SIGNED, SHINTO PERIOD (JOKYO ERA: 1684~1688)

Swordsmith: Yamashiro Daijé Minamoto Kunishige (nidai, 2nd gen.)

Measurements: Length: 74.3cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.5cm Moto-haba: 2.98cm Weight: 720g
Jihada: Outstanding o-itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei

Hamon: Thick suguha in nie-deki, kuichigaiba with ko-ashi, kinsuji and kaen-boshi
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation)

Certificate #2-4: = NTHK-NPO Kanteisho (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)

Fujishiro rank: Chjo-saku (ranked as an above average swordsmith)

Authentication: = Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodé artist)

Included: Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description

SOLD

This outstanding katana is the work of nidai Kunishige, born Otsuki Denshichird, and student of
Ichizo Kunishige - both of whom were known as Edo Mizuta. The Mizuta school derives its name
from a group of swordsmiths that lived at Mizuta village in Bitchii province. Members of this school
are said to be descendants of Ko-Aoe Tametsugu and shodai Kunishige, known as Ko-Mizuta. This
blade is a splendid example of the wonderful grain patterns that make Japanese swords so devine.
Gorgeous whirlpools of ¢-itame and mokume-hada illuminate this long samurai sword with a thick
blanket of winding suguha in nie-deki. A set of late Edo period koshirae tastefully compliments the
blade featuring a leather wrapped tsuka, a late Higo fuchi-kashira and a beautiful Heianjo school tsuba.
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Saki-kasane: 4.2mm

Moto-kasane: 6.5mm

Nakago: 201cm

Omosa: 720g

Kissaki: 2./4cm
Saki-haba; 1.83cm

Moto-haba: 298cm

Nagasa: /4.3cm

Sori: 15em

Mekugi-ana: 1



The Mizuta school derived its name from a group of
swordsmiths that lived in Mizuta village in Bitchd
province. Members of this school are said to be the
descendants of Ko-Aoe lametsugu and the smith

Kunishige who lived during the Kyéroku era
(1528~1532) was known as Ko-Mizuta.

In the shintd period, their craftsmanship altered
completely from Sue-Bizen and Sue-Mihara to a more
electric Soshd influence with loads of visible nie
crystals, a surging gunome-midare hamon and plentiful
hataraki that includes sunagashi and kinsuji.

The most famous smith of the Shinté Mizuta school
was Otsuki Yogoro Kunishige, also known as bth
generation Oyogo Kunishige. Unfortunately Oyogo
died early leaving his son, 6th generation Katsubei,
under the care of his younger brother, swordsmith
Ichizé Kunishige.

This fabulous katana is the work of Ichizé's star student,
Otsuki Denshichiré, who signed the nakago of his
swords in the same manner as his sensei, Yamashiro
Daijé Minamoto Kunishige.

For those looking for a sword with a pronounced hada
(grain pattern), then this katana has to be seriously
shortlisted. The sword lights up like a Christmas tree
under the light with dazzling burl and plank wood grain
patterns (6-itame and mokume hada) that will delight
each and every time it is unsheathed.

lts thick nioguchi of suguha twists its merry way down
the blade with visible nie crystals glittering in Soshd
tradition. Complimenting the sword is a handsome set
of koshirae with a lovely Heianjo tsuba and a firm
leather wrap. Al told, this is a terrific (and long)
katana with a spiritual force that will delight any new or
seasoned collector of Japanese nihonté swords.

Enjoy!




Title: Yamashiro Daijé (Lord of Yamashiro province)
Clan: Minamoto
Swordsmith: Kunishige (second generation)

ubu-nakago (original, unaltered tang)
sujikai-yasurime (diagonal file marks)

1L (Yama)
5 (shiro)
K (Dai)

#% (jo)
T (Minamoto)
(Kuni)

H (shige)




A close look at the precise chisel
work that goes into a sword that
Kunishige was proud to sign.



Well-chiseled sujikai (diagonal file marks)

(ura, reverse)
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NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon

Certificate of Designation

A sword designated as Especially Worthy of Conservation
by the Society for the Preservation of the Japan Art Sword

Issued in the 27th year of Heisei (2015), February bth
One, Katana

Mei (signature)
Yamashiro Daijé6 Minamoto Kunishige

Nagasa (length)
2-shaku 4-sun 5-bu (74.3cm)

Nihon Bijutsu Token Hozon Kyokai
(NBTHK)



L R T [ B
Yamashiro Daijé Minamoto Kunishige
Yamashiro Daijé Minamoto Kunishige

(SR A A
Jidai Joky6-goro
Around Jokyo era (1684~1688)

HNEBRRMN~THSHZ
Haché 2-shaku 4-sun 5-bu kore ari
Blade length /4.3 cm

RN HIRFEHEH & H &8
Reiwa roku kinoe-tatsudoshi Hazuki kichijitsu kore o shirusu

Written on a lucky day in the eighth month in the sixth year of
Reiwa era during the Year of the Dragon (August 2024)










Goma (or "Homa" in Sanskrit) means "to burn”,
Hashi means "chopticks".

These double narrow short grooves with the same length and
rounded top are symbolic of chopsticks used during Goma - a
deeply spiritual Buddhist ceremony.

The officiating priest, who has performed the self-purification
rites for both his mind and body, burns the goma wood in the
center of the fireplace of the goma platform, which is in front of
the principal holy image of kébo daishi.




A beautitul kaen boshi that resembles a candle flame.




Crazy beautiful grain pattern...

Visible nie-crystals can be seen dotted along the thick,
abright suguha hamon,



kuichigaiba
(an overlap in the hamon creating a gap.)




Fantastic whirlpools of 6-itame and mokume-
hada form an absolutely brilliant light show,

6-itame and mokume-hada
(wood grain formations)




What a terrific katana to study and enjoy.
Besides the visibly striking hada, we can

also see tiny ashi (legs) extending to the

hasaki (edge of the blade).

ashi

Soshii-den quality that was clearly inspired by
koto period grandmasters such as Norishige.



Shirasaya
(protective scabbard)
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gold wrapped niju habaki




Kuro-ro-nuri saya

uchigatana-koshirae
(B = BT 0HE)

Uchigatana-koshirae
lacquered in glossy black

Cratted during the
Late Edo period
(1780~1867)

NTHK-NPQO Kanteisho
Certificate of Authenticity




Heianjé-tsuba crafted in Yamashiro province.
Polished iron, motif of ivy and bellflowers,

Crafted in early Edo period, early 1600s.




leather wrap

An antique leather wrapped tsuka (hilt) with menuki that depict jimbata (samurai war flags).
Note how the samekawa (ray skin) has aged nicely - like a bottle of fine whiskey.

polished iron -



An elegant fuchi-kashira attributed to the
Edo-Higo school
Late Edo period (1780-1867)

Gold motif of ivy and kirimon (paulownia crest)

NTHK-NPO Kanteisho



Koshirae bag




