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item# ujka446          
     

A SANEKAGE KATANA   
unsigned, nanbokuchô period (jôji era: 1362~1368) 
 
Swordsmith:  Den Kashû Sanekage (Kaga province) 
Measurements: Length: 64.8cm (ô-suriage)         Curvature: 0.76 cm Moto-haba: 2.94cm 
Jihada:  Prominent pools of itame and mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Vibrant gunome-midare with plenty of sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1-2: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (sword & fk Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #3: NBTHK Tokubetsu Kichô (Especially Precious, vintage certificate) 
Certificate #4-5: NBTHK Hozon (a tsuba and menuki Worthy of Preservation)  
Certificate #6: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Ryô-wazamono (maker of very sharp swords) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Inspired by grandmaster Norishige,  this brilliant katana has been attributed to Kashû Sanekage from 
Kaga province.  It is a wide, stout and very sharp sword that proudly stands tall in attention.  Large 
pools of itame and mokume-hada catch the eye immediately.  There is a definite soshû energy that 
abounds with a vibrant gunome-midare hamon incorporating plenty of ji-nie, glorious chikei and 
spectacular amounts of sunagashi and golden lines of kinsuji.  The sword is housed in a terrific 
custom koshirae with a dynamic set of NBTHK certified fittings in a theme of rolling waves. 
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Designated as Tokubetsu-Jûyô-Tôken (a profound and important sword) 
at the 16th tokubetsu-jûyô shinsa held on April 28, 2000 
 

Naginata-naoshi-katana, kinzôgan-mei: Ichimonji (一文字) 
 
Measurements 
nagasa 70.1 cm 
sori 2.0 cm 
motohaba 2.9 cm, sakihaba 2.6 cm 
kissaki-nagasa 14.7 cm, nakago-nagasa 22.0 cm, nakago-sori 0.3 cm 
 
Description 
Keijo: naginata-naoshi-zukuri, mitsu-mune, rather wide mihaba, thick kasane, sakizori, ô-kissaki 
Kitae: itame with ji-nie, featuring midare-utsuri  
Hamon: chôji-midare that is mixed with ôbusa-chôji, wide yakihaba, noticeable undulations, ashi and yô, rather tight nioi-guchi 
with ko-nie and tobiyaki 
Bôshi: midare-komi, almost no turnback  
Nakago: ô-suriage, slanting file marks, two peg holes, gold signature of ‘Ichimonji’ just above the peg hole on the front 
side. 
 

Artisan 
Fukuoka Ichimonji school from Bizen province 
 
Era 
Mid-Kamakura period 
 
Remarks 
The Ichimonji School (一文字派) emerged in the early Kamakura period, subsequently thrived throughout the mid 
and late Kamakura until the early Nanbokuchô period in places like Fukuoka (福岡), Yoshioka (吉岡), Katayama (片
山), and Iwato (岩戸), and gave rise to many excellent smiths. The name of the school goes back to the fact that some 
of the smiths signed with the character (Japanese: monji) for “one” (Japanese: Ichi).  That is, there were Ichimonji 
smiths who just signed with said character, such who signed below with their individual names, and such who only 
signed with their names and without the character Ichi. The most flamboyant style within the Ichimonji School was 
the ôbusa-chôji-midare that is so rich in variety that was produced in the mid-Kamakura period by the Fukuoka-
Ichimonji group. 
 
This blade is in shinogi-zukuri and was originally a naginata, which was reshaped into a katana, a practice referred to 
as naginata-naoshi. It displays a kitae in itame that features a midare-utsuri and a widely hardened hamon in chôji-midare 
that is mixed with ôbusa-chôji. Some parts of the hamon reach the shinogi, and the ha exhibits overall noticeable 
undulations, resulting so in a very flamboyant interpretation. Thus, we have here a magnificent and gorgeous work 
that reflects the typical approach of the mid-Kamakura period Fukuoka-Ichimonji School, which is also in excellent 
condition. 
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固山宗次
Koyama Munetsugu
Koyama Munetsugu

於東都作之
Tôto ni oite kore o tsukuru
Crafted in Tôto (Edo)

天保十一年八月日
Tenpô jûichinen hachigatsu hi
On a day in the eighth month of Tenpô 11 (1840)

於千住太々土壇拂
Senju ni oite taitai dotan barai
Tested in Senju, cutting through the chest below the armpits to the 
mound

刃長貮尺九寸弱有之
Hachô 2-shaku 9-sun jaku kore ari
Blade length 63.3 cm

令和六甲辰年弥生吉日誌之
Reiwa roku kinoe-tatsudoshi Yayoi kichijitsu kore o shirusu
Written on a lucky day in the third month of Reiwa 6, the year 
of the dragon (2024) 






















