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item# ujka444          
     

A KANABÔ MASATSUGU KATANA   
unsigned, late muromachi period (eiroku era: 1558~1570) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kanabô Masatsugu (Yamato province) 
Measurements: Length: 74.7cm (ubu)   Curvature: 1.6cm    Moto-haba: 3.29cm   Weight: 800g 
Jihada:  Masame-hada with mokume-hada with ji-nie and chikei  
Hamon:  Bright mixture of ko-midare, ko-chôji, togari-ba with sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
The Kanabô school began producing swords in the Daiei era (1521~1528) with their origins 
stemming from the Yamato Sue-Tegai school.    They enjoyed a reputation for being expert makers 
of spears, including the jumonji-yari.  This long, powerful katana has been attributed to Kanabô 
Masatsugu and shows exactly why Kanabô swords were prized among samurai warriors as 
dependable battle-tested blades. Its hefty and impressive nagasa of 74.7cm is dominated with a ô-
kissaki that is just shy of 10cm (4 inches) in length.  Wonderful straight-grain masame-hada with 
wood-grain pools of mokume-hada and loads of sunagashi fill this dynamic blade.  The hamon is a 
wild mix of Sue-Bizen and Mino traditions with a number of spiking togari-ba (peaks).  A handsome 
set of koshirae from the late Edo period further compliments the sword with an elegant sukashi tsuba 
with flying geese in the rain, a charming shakudô wave dragon fuchi-kashira and oversized menuki 
with shisa lions and peonies.  This is a sword that will stand tall in anyone’s nihonto collection. 








































