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item# ujka443          
     

A HIZEN MASASHIGE KATANA   
signed, early edo period (enpô era: 1673~1679) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no kuni Saga jû Masashige (Shodai Shinryô, Hizen province) 
Measurements: Length: 70.5cm (ubu)         Curvature: 1.2 cm Moto-haba: 2.96cm 
Jihada:  Well forged ko-itame-hada with masame-hada and plentiful chikei 
Hamon:  Bright gunome-midare with sunagashi and kinsuji 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Chûjô-saku (ranked as an above-average swordsmith) 
Sharpness:  Wazamono (maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
Born Doi Sakuzaemon, in 1680 swordsmith Masashige made the voyage from his home in Hizen 
province to Ôsaka to study under grandmaster swordsmith Inoue Shinkai.  Two years later, he 
returned to Hirado in Hizen with the name Shinryô adopting Shinkai's style of sword making. This 
handsome katana is forged with a mixture of masame and ko-itame-hada.  Under the light, the sword 
bursts open with a beautifully bright gunome-midare hamon with eye-catching brush strokes of 
sunagashi.  A classic black-lacquered Edo period samurai koshirae houses the sword with an 
elegant chrysanthemum designed sukashi tsuba, a lovely fuchi-kashira with an oak leaf kamon by the 
famed Yoshioka school and terrific set of menuki that feature a snake entwined around seashells. 
This is a rather rare opportunity to acquire a sword very early in an influential swordsmith's career.   












































