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item# ujka440          
     

AN ECHIZEN SEKI ‘TAMESHIGIRI’ KATANA   
unsigned, shintô edo period (horeki era: 1751~1753) 
 
Swordsmith:  Echizen Seki school 
Measurements: Length: 69.7cm (ubu)   Sori: 1.5cm    Moto-haba: 2.93cm   Weight: 705g 
Jihada: Well-forged itame-hada with nagare-hada with darkish steel, chikei 
Hamon: Gorgeous ô-gunome midare with wide yaki, with yahazuba, ashi in nie-deki 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Hozon (sword Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Included:  Shirasaya, dragon koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This remarkable katana has been attributed to the Echizen Seki school – its name originating from 
a group of swordsmiths that migrated to Echizen from Seki city of Mino province.  This sword 
features an incredible gunome-midare hamon that swells the width of the body into dramatic dove-
tail wave  formations known as yahazu-ba.   This splendid hamon harmonizes beautifully with the 
dragon and wave fittings that equally fire up the senses.  A series of extreme tameshigiri tests were 
performed on this blade that include a test on June 22, 1753 where Yamada Genzaemon tested this 
blade in Asakusa by severing through two bodies [in one stroke] and into the earthen mound below. 
Then, on March 13, 1756, Ijima Jûdayû tested this blade at Denmachô prison by severing three times 
through a body at the height of the armpits and into the earthen mound below.  He then proceeded 
to execute a further 73 prisoners severing their heads one after another. This is samurai intensity… 


















































