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item# ujka435          
     

A KUNISUKE KATANA   
signed, early edo period (shôhô era: 1644~1648) 
 
Swordsmith:  Kawachi no Kami Fujiwara Kunisuke (2nd gen, Settsu province) 
Measurements: Length: 70.0cm (ubu)    Curvature: 1.52cm     Moto-haba: 3.03cm 
Jihada:  Vibrant mix of itame-hada and mokume-hada with ji-nie and plentiful chikei  
Hamon:  Bright suguha with a gentle wave with sunagashi, kinsuji and hakikake bôshi 
Certificate #1: NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Certificate #2-4: NTHK-NPO Kanteishô (koshirae, fk and tsuba certified as Authentic)  
Fujishiro rank:  Jô-saku (ranked as a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Nozomi-san (shodô artist) 
Included:  Shirasaya, Edo-koshirae, fabric bags, stand, kit, printed description 
 

SOLD  
 
This katana is the work of second generation swordsmith Kawachi Kunisuke, the biological son of 
shodai Kunisuke.  Known as Naka-Kawachi, the NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon certificate dates this 
katana to the shôhô era  (1644~1648), making it  one of Kunisuke's very earliest works and collectible 
for this reason alone.  The blade features a hamon based on suguha with a tight wave with loads of 
shining ji-nie and hataraki such as sunagashi and kinsuji. There is a certain calm quality exuding 
from this blade, encouraging one to take time with it.  Its formal uchigatana black-lacquered Edo-
period koshirae carries depictions of armour parts on the fuchi-kashira and the playful menuki 
features the thieving  demon Shôshitsuki and the speedy deity Idaten chasing him with all his might!   
The koshirae also mounts a precious tsuba from the Owari school dating back four hundred years.  









































The thieving demon Shôshitsuki (below) and the speedy deity Idaten (above) are 
depicted wonderfully as menuki.  Turn to the next page to learn the background story!








