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item# ujka429              
     

A SHODAI MASAHIRO KATANA  
signed, shintô period (kan’ei era: 1624~1644) 
 
Swordsmith:  Hizen no Kuni Kawachi Daijô Fujiwara Masahiro (shodai, first generation) 
Measurements: Length: 70.6cm (ubu) Curvature: 1.5cm     Motohaba: 2.94cm 
Jihada:  Ko-mokume leading to Hizen konuka-hada, thick nie-deki and ji-nie 
Hamon:  Gorgeous gunome chôji-midare with kinsuji, sunagashi, yô, ashi, tama 
Certificate:  NBTHK Tokubetsu Hozon (Especially Worthy of Preservation) 
Fujishiro:   Jô-saku (a superior swordsmith) 
Authentication: Sayagaki by Kunzan-sensei (for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao) 
Sharpness:  Wazamonô (rated as a maker of sharp swords) 
Included:  Shirasaya, dragonfly koshirae, stand, kit, booklet, printed description 
 

SOLD 
 
Maestro Hizen swordsmith Kawachi Masahiro was born Sadenjiro in 1607 and died at only 59 in 
1665.  He is the son of Yoshinobu who was the adopted son of the great first generation shodai 
Tadayoshi.  This wonderful katana features an absolutely gorgeous gunome-chôji-midare hamon that 
creates a nihontô light show like few other blades can.  So much to see in the form of hataraki; kinsuji, 
sunagashi, yô, long ashi, even tama, jewel-like balls appear high up in the ji (body).  The shirasaya is 
blessed with sayagaki by Kunzan that he made for his sword friend Moriyasu Isao.  A magnificent 
set of koshirae comprising of a marvellous kage-makie lacquered theme of dragonflies, a unique 
geometric tsuba and a lovely fuchi-kashira speaks of the heavenly courtesan Tennyo and the 
captivating Noh play called Hagoromo.  Gold shisa lion menuki further guard this spiritual treasure. 
















































